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Part 7
Codes
Division 2
Specific Development Codes
Chapter 12
Child Care Centres
1.0 Purpose
This code seeks to ensure that the provision of Child Care Centres meets community needs through convenient location and access and high standards of safety and quality. It also seeks to support the achievement of a viable network of childcare centres.
2.0 Application
2.1 This code applies to development for the purposes of a Child Care Centre indicated as code or impact assessable in the Table of Development of the domain or Local Area Plan (LAP) in which the Child Care Centre is proposed.

2.2 A child care facility will also need to comply with the relevant State Government legislation, including the Child Care Act 1991 and the Child Care (Child Care Centres) Regulation 1991.
2.3 Performance Criteria PC1-PC18 apply to all development subject to this code.
3.0 Development Requirements

	Performance Criteria
	Acceptable Solutions
	How does the proposal comply with the Acceptable Solution or Performance Criteria?
	Internal Use:
Has compliance with the Acceptable Solution/ Performance Criteria been demonstrated?
Is a request for further information required?

	Development that is Code Assessable or Impact Assessable

	Building Setback

	PC1

All buildings, structures and car parking must provide for setbacks from the street frontage and the side and rear boundaries which are appropriate to the efficient use of the site and the streetscape character of the local area.
	AS1.1

The development is a building, structure or car park which is set back a minimum of:

a) six metres from the primary road frontage;

b) three metres from any secondary road frontage;

c) two metres from all side and rear boundaries.

AS1.2

The access way for vehicle manoeuvring purposes is set back a minimum of two metres from all side and rear boundaries.
	
	

	Fencing

	PC2

The Child Care Centre must provide screening or buffering to ensure the safety of the children and to minimise conflicts between the centre and the adjoining uses.
	AS2

A 1.8 metre high screen fence is erected on all side and rear boundaries.
	
	

	Safety

	PC3

The design of the Child Care Centre building, outdoor play areas, car park and set down areas must not result in any safety hazards for children or the other users of the centre.
	AS3.1

The buildings and outdoor play areas are located a minimum distance of 100 metres from any high voltage electricity supply easement.

AS3.2

The car parking spaces, set down areas, vehicle access ways and crossovers are physically separated from the areas of the site used by children by fences or other barriers.

AS3.3

Convenient, safe and clearly visible pedestrian access is provided to the site.
AS3.4

Childproof fencing is provided between play areas and roads, car parks, driveways, neighbouring properties, water features, outdoor motors such as cooling systems, service areas and any other features likely to represent a danger to children.
	
	

	Building Appearance

	PC4

The appearance of the development must complement the style and character of the surrounding local area.
	AS4

No acceptable solution provided.
	
	

	Building Design and Function

	PC5

The building and external areas must be appropriately integrated and designed to cater for a wide range of activities beneficial to a child’s development.
	AS5

No acceptable solution provided.
	
	

	Location

	PC6

The Child Care Centre must be located in close proximity to:

a) an urban residential neighbourhood; or

b) a community focal point or facility; or

c) a major employment location.
	AS6.1.1

The development is located not more than 200 metres from a community focal point or facility, which may include:

a) an activity centre or node;

b) a major employment establishment;

c) a shopping centre;

d) a library;

e) a place of worship;

f) an active parkland area;

g) a school;
h) a sporting ground.

OR
AS6.1.2

The development is located within an urban residential neighbourhood.
	
	

	PC7

The site topography must be suitable to accommodate the Child Care Centre and associated activities.
	AS7

No acceptable solution provided.
	
	

	PC8

The development must be located to minimise:

a) the hazards of heavy traffic;

b) introduction of additional traffic into minor residential streets;

c) flood damage or hazard.
	AS8.1

The development is not located:

a) on arterial roads;

b) on minor residential streets;

c) on a site subject to flooding in a Q5 storm event or within a Flood Regulation Line; or

d) adjacent to a railway.
AS8.2

Overland flow paths are not impeded by buildings, structures, fences or landscaping, unless acceptable alternative paths are provided.
	
	

	PC9

Users of the facility must not be exposed to soil contamination.
	AS9.1

The site does not have soils contaminated by pollutants that represent a health or safety risk to children. Where clearance for contaminated soils is required, an investigative report is provided that:

a) confirms that site investigations were conducted with full knowledge of the intended end use of the site as a child care facility;

b) confirms that site investigations focused on proposed outdoor play areas;

c) reflects the final height contours of the outdoor play areas after any intended earthworks.

AS9.2

Where excavation is required to remove contaminated soil, excavated earth is not placed in areas that may eventually be used for outdoor play.
	
	

	PC10

The facility must be located to ensure that users are not exposed to harmful air pollutants.
	AS10

The development is not within 150 metres of an industrial area.
	
	

	PC11

Users of the facility must not be subject to harmful noise levels.
	AS11

No acceptable solution provided.
	
	

	Site Area

	PC12

The site area must accommodate activity needs, minimum space requirements, and provide climate control.
	AS12.1

Site area is a minimum of 1000m2.
Note:
A smaller site area may be approved only if the facility is located where convenient and plentiful parking is available, eg. at educational institutions, work sites and shopping centres.

AS12.2

The design layout incorporates areas for indoor play and outdoor play, in accordance with the Child Care (Child Care Centres) Regulation 1991.
	
	

	Recreation Area Design

	PC13

The playground design creates a visually interesting environment from a child’s perspective, and provides for a wide range of activities adequately and safely.
	AS13.1

The following are provided:

a) a combination of activity specific and multi-activity areas;
b) teaching, play and service areas that are sufficiently level, well drained and hazard free.

AS13.2

A range of hard, soft and soft fall surfaces are provided to accommodate the range of activities carried out in the facility, and to aid legibility, visual interest and visibility.

AS13.3

A variety of views, finished surface levels and textures are incorporated.

AS13.4

The site circulation scheme accommodates all activities to occur on site, including running, jumping and using play equipment.
	
	

	PC14

Circulation in the development is ergonomically appropriate and safe for its users.
	AS14

Appropriate viewing and supervisory areas are provided with structures, or vegetation is placed, so that children are visible to supervisors in any part of the teaching or play areas.
	
	

	PC15

Play areas have adequate shade.
	AS15

A minimum of 60% shade is provided between 10am and 2pm over major activity areas, excluding grassed and garden areas that require sun, through shade tree planting and/or shade structures.
	
	

	Landscaping

	PC16

Landscaping assists the facility's educational purposes.
	AS16

Planting is designed to:

a) provide opportunities for observation of natural processes, including growth, flowering and seasonal changes;

b) create stimulating or relaxing learning environments, as appropriate.
	
	

	Traffic and Access

	PC17

The level of traffic generated by the Child Care Centre on the surrounding road network must not result in unacceptable impacts on adjacent land and local road users.
	AS17

A traffic impact analysis, which has been undertaken by a competent person, demonstrates the expected traffic movements generated by the proposal, any associated impacts on the road network, and any works that will be required to address the identified impacts.
	
	

	PC18

The traffic and pedestrian access to the site is safe and convenient.
	AS18

The traffic impact analysis demonstrates that the site has safe and convenient vehicular and pedestrian access.
	
	


	2 of 7
	Code Template for Child Care Centres
	Ver.1.2


	Ver.1.2 Amended Nov 2011
	Code Template for Child Care Centres
	1 of 6



