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It’s April already, and with the school holidays fast approaching, 
we’re putting the finishing touches to our 'Lights, Camera, Action' 
kids holiday program. It’s the perfect opportunity to fire up their 
imagination, with library activities, movie screenings of The Bad 
Guys, and some great reading suggestions.

If you’ve been anywhere near the shops, it won’t have escaped you that 
Easter is also around the corner! Chocolate eggs or hot cross buns anyone? 
We’ve picked some great books to help you fully appreciate your Easter 
break, as well as our top recommendations of new titles for World Book Day, 
and to mark ANZAC Day some great New Zealand authors worth reading.

As always, our libraries will be the place to be this month, with the Gold 
Coast’s best line-up of free events for booklovers! We’re excited to welcome 
readers’ favourite Josephine Moon to Helensvale Library. She’ll be launching 
her latest novel The Wonderful Thing about Phoenix Rose, which apart from 
being another heart-warming page-turner − is an Australian �rst
because of its neurodivergence theme.

We’re also looking forward to Lucy Bloom’s visit to 
Broadbeach Library. One of Australia’s most inspiring 
public speakers, she'll be bex joining us to talk about 
her �rst foray into �ction, as she publishes her novel
The Manuscript. Head online to our What’s On 
calendar to book your seats.

Make Gold Coast Libraries part of your routine 
this April – you’ll be glad you did!

CONNECT. LEARN. GROW.

“Write till your ink be dry, 
and with your tears

  Moist it again, and frame 
some feeling line

  �at may discover such 
integrity.”

– William Shakespeare
�e Two Gentlemen of Verona

JINGERI JIMBELUNG
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SIGNATURE
EVENT

If you’ve already discovered Josephine 
Moon, make sure you mark 18 April in 
your diary! That’s when her latest novel, 
The Wonderful Thing about Phoenix 
Rose is released. Nine years on from her 
debut The Tea Chest, Jo has built quite a 
following with favourites including Three 
Gold Coins and The Cake Maker’s Wish.

Jo’s newest book is again filled with her 
trademark warmth and uplifting style that 
celebrates community and friendship. 
It’s a joyful and moving tale of a woman’s 
commitment to fulfilling a friend’s dying wish, 
while finding her own inner strength and power 
and sharing it with others along the way. 

The author recently shared her autistic identity 
with the world and the new book is Australia’s 
first general fiction novel by an openly 
neurodivergent female author, with an openly 
neurodivergent female lead and an almost 
entirely neurodivergent supporting cast.

We’re giving you the opportunity to meet Jo 
in person at Helensvale Library, where she’ll 
be telling us all about the new book. Get your 
FREE ticket now as seats are strictly limited!

Josephine Moon
      THE WONDERFUL THING 

ABOUT PHOENIX ROSE

Helensvale Library  
Thursday 27 April
10am – 11:30am

Book now

Reserve 
your copy 

today!

Read more 
about Jo on 
pages 4 & 5

http://bit.ly/3Z8B5fY


Josephine Moon was born and raised in Brisbane, and 
now lives on acreage in the beautiful Noosa hinterland 
with her husband, son and assorted animals. We caught 
up with her at her writing haven to find out more about 
her experience as an author, and her ground-breaking 
new book The Wonderful Thing about Phoenix Rose.
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You’ve described your books as the 
equivalent of chocolate brownies,
what do you mean?

They look like one thing on the surface 
but there is a whole lot more going on 
inside. I want my books to be nurturing and 
comforting, something that you might turn to 
when you’re having a bad day. But brownies 
aren’t all sweet and light. They are actually 
quite dense, sometimes a little bitter or salty, 
and often have chunky nuts to chew on. I want 
my readers to still be chewing over the story 
for a while after closing the last page.

Does living a rural life influence your work?

I need to be in the country for the peaceful 
surrounds. Noise is a major debilitating source 
of sensory overload for me so I’m working 
every day to �nd ways to reduce noise at 
every turn. 

How did you feel when your first novel The 
Tea Chest was chosen to be published?

Mostly, I was in deep shock! That was the 
10th book I had written in 12 years without 
publishing success so I truly didn’t believe
it would actually ever happen for me. It took a 
long time for that shock to wear off. 
Years, really.

You’ve been able to release almost a book 
a year. Does the process of writing get
any easier?

I always say that books are like babies: every 
one of them is different and you never know 
what you’re going to get. Going with that 
simile, you hope you’ll get the easy sleeper 
with a great appetite, but you might end up 
with the one that only sleeps in half-hour shifts 
and can’t hold down any food. Those books 
are a nightmare.

Tell us a little about your new book The 
Wonderful Thing about Phoenix Rose.

Phoenix Rose is a senior teacher who’s been 
on extended sick leave after experiencing 

JOSEPHINE
MOON

CHOCOLATE
BROWNIES 
ANYONE?
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JOSEPHINE
MOONextreme stress at school. While she’s unclear how to move 

forward, her pushy principal is pressuring her to come 
back to work. At the same time, she receives an urgent 
plea from an online friend in Tasmania to help rehome her 
animals. Phoenix jumps at the chance to help, but quickly 
becomes the custodian of a quirky menagerie of animals 
and decides to bring them all back to Brisbane with her 
on a road trip that takes many twists along the way. This 
is a feelgood book that champions friendship, community 
and new ways of doing things. It’s a road trip of a different 
kind, an adventure through small Australian towns, and 
one that celebrates diversity in many forms.

It seems a more personal book this time, 
would you agree?

In terms of the theme of neurodivergence, yes, that’s 
de�nitely deeply personal and comes about both because 
of the huge love and healing I’ve received from the 
neurodivergent people I’ve connected with and also the 
raft of negative experiences I’ve had over many years due 
to a generalised lack of understanding and appreciation 
for what neurodivergence actually means.

I was horribly aware of the scrutiny it would be subject 
to after publication, both from neurotypical and 
neurodivergent readers. Every neurodivergent person 
has their own unique story of the world and I knew I 
could never do justice to them all and some would be 
disappointed that they didn’t see enough of their own 
story in the book.

Do any books or authors inspire your writing?

James Herriot’s vet stories. His stories were the �rst ones 
that ever truly inspired me to write. I listen to them at 
least once every year. He has such as deceptively easy 
and engaging style, but I can see the work behind every 
sentence. He celebrates community and characters and 
small villages, which is exactly the type of thing I love to 
write. He has a cracking good sense of humour, and, of 
course, his stories are full of animals, which are my �rst 
passion in life.

Name two other authors you think have a similar 
writing style to you? And two books with a similar feel 
to your new one?

Rachael Johns and Monica McInerney. And Eleanor 
Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman, and 
The Other Side of Beautiful by Kim Lock.

MORE BY JO MOON

SEE MORE

http://bit.ly/3m6zKrv
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LUCY BLOOM

BOOK NOW

Broadbeach Library
Wednesday 19 April
6:30pm – 7:30pm

WHAT GOES AROUND…
Best known for being an inspiring public 
speaker who tackles topics head-on, 
Lucy Bloom’s diverse career began in 
advertising. She created a childbirth 
education program for men, 
Beer + Bubs, and wrote the Cheers to 
Childbirth guide for Dads, before taking 
on a number of senior roles in 
international aid organisations.
She published her memoir
Get the Girls Out in 2019.

Now, Lucy has written and published her �rst 
novel, The Manuscript. Based on her own 
experiences, it’s set in Sydney, Paris, London, 
Berlin and Kinshasa in the Congo. 
After learning some seriously hard lessons 
from men in her life, author Edith Scott 
decides to turn the tables on them 
by writing them into the plot of her 
new book. One by one she kills 
them off with delight, but Edith will 
never know that real life is already 
dealing with them in the harshest 
of ways.

Grab your FREE ticket today to 
meet Lucy Bloom in person and 
hear about her foray into �ction!

WORLD
BOOK DAY
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A WORLD OF BOOKS
Books have long been recognised as a symbol 
of hope and dialogue – with the power to 
transcend time, inspire imaginations,
spark innovation, generate knowledge
and change minds.

World Book and Copyright Day, on 23 April, celebrates 
the enjoyment of books and reading, and universal 
access to books. Symbolic in world literature, it’s the 
date that three great authors died: William Shakespeare, 
Miguel de Cervantes and Inca Garcilaso de la Vega. 

To celebrate World Book Day, here’s our pick of
great new releases:

Victory City
Salman Rushdie
EPIC TALE

Age of Vice
Deepti Kapoor
THRILLER

Someone Else’s Shoes
JoJo Moyes
ROMANCE

Homecoming
Kate Morton
HISTORICAL FICTION
Coming 4 April 2023!

Becoming Mrs 
Mulberry
Jackie French
HISTORICAL 
ROMANCE

I Will Find You
Harlan Coban
THRILLER

Happy Place
Emily Henry
ROMANCE
Coming 23 April 2023!

Cold People
Tom Rob Smith
POST-APOCALYPTIC

MORE NEW 
RELEASES

https://bit.ly/3KjQ5Di
https://bit.ly/3Z20QPh
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Online event
Tuesday 28 March
7:30pm – 8:30pm

Wіłh special gueѕł

BOOK NOW

BEN’S BOOK CLUB

If you missed our recent 
live event with debut author 
Joanna Jenkins, she’s Ben 
Hobson’s guest at this month’s 
online Ben’s Book Club. He’ll 
be chatting to Joanna about 
her novel How To Kill A Client, 
drawing on her life as a lawyer to 
pen a crime thriller that’s hard to 
put down. Download your copy 
now in the Libby app and join us 
online for another great bookish 
conversation.

Calling all bibliophiles, bookworms and banterers!

Love to meet like-minded readers at your local 
library? Want to share and compare your

reading experiences with others?

Our monthly book clubs are a great way of 
connecting with other local booklovers in a relaxed 

setting. Each month we explore a new theme to help 
you discover new genres, books and and authors.

Book clubs are open to everyone, so you’re welcome 
to drop in and out to suit your commitments.

Come along to a session to try it out!

See our What’s On calendar to find a book club 
session near you, or just ask our friendly
team at your local library for the details.

BOOK CLUBS

Book Club
Drop in ł o a

Find a book club

MAGAZINE OF THE MONTH

“Australia’s number one monthly 
gardening resource, ABC Gardening 
Australia magazine is packed with 
step-by-step advice and stunning 
design ideas from its popular team of 
experts. Whether you are a novice 
gardener or have a green thumb and 
years of experience, you’ll �nd the 
advice you need.”
– Libby

Geł ił
wiłh your 

library card
FIND MORE!

Order and collect 
a copy from 
your library 

Instant download 
to borrow

Instant download 
to keep
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MIXED BAG

Gardening Australia

SIGN UP TO eNEWS
Want more regular news from Gold Coast Libraries? 
Our free weekly eNewsletter is a great way to stay 
in touch and find out what's new and what's 
coming up at your library.

You can also sign up to receive free monthly 
eNewsletters for:

• Business − stay up-to-date with upcoming business 
workshops, the latest business reads, industry insights 
and more.

• Readers & Writers – for avid readers and aspiring writers, 
find out first about our latest releases and upcoming events.

• Kids & Families − for family-friendly events, kids activities, 
age-appropriate reading tips and recommendations. Subscribe now!

http://bit.ly/3KKnzLa
http://bit.ly/3SEoI99
https://goldcoast.overdrive.com/media/9611771
http://bit.ly/3Y9eL4C
http://bit.ly/2TVAodO
http://bit.ly/3KFxeTt
https://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/libraries/eNewsletter


GET READY FOR SOME MOVIE MAGIC 

THESE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AND HAVE 

SOME FUN AT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY. 

Watch The Bad Guys movie on the big 

screen or get creative and design your 

own storyboard or flipbook. 

You can even test your movie knowledge 

by coming along to a trivia event!

Book your
społ łoday!GET READY FOR SOME MOVIE MAGIC 

THESE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AND HAVE 

SOME FUN AT YOUR LOCAL LIBRARY. 

The Bad Guys movie on the big 

screen or get creative and design your 

Book your
społ łoday!

Book your
społ łoday!

Book your

https://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/libraries/Explore/Kids#panel-1-4


Have you read the book that 

inspired the film or TV series? 

Browse for more great reads!

KIDS KIDS

The Bad 
Guys

Discover the 

book behind 
the movie!

Anne of 
Green Gables

L.M. Montgomery

Grab a copy!

Diary of a 
Wimpy Kid
Jeff Kinney

The Story of 
Doctor Dolittle

Hugh Lofting, with 
Angel Dominguez

The Bad 
Beginning

Lemony Snicket, 
with Brett Helquist

How to Train 
Your Dragon

Cressida Cowell

ANSWERS: 1. Cinema, 2. Film, 3. Camera, 4. Hollywood, 5. Popcorn, 6A. Drama, 6D. Director, 7. Actor, 8. Library, 9. Story, 10. Scene

DOWN

1.   Place you watch movies
4.   Place in the United States where 

a lot of movies are filmed
6.   The person who calls 'Action!'
7.   A person who appears on stage, 

television or in a movie.

ACROSS 

2.   A recording of moving images
3.   Used to record movies and 

TV shows
5.   What you eat at the movies
6.   An acting subject you might take
8.   Where you can see ‘The Bad 

Guys’ these holidays
9.   A fictional tale
10. A small part of a film or 

TV program.

CROSSWORD

COLOUR-IN!
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http://bit.ly/3YutN55
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EASTER READS

EASTER READS
Easter means different things 
to different people. Whether 
it’s a time of celebration, for 

family and friends, feasting on 
chocolate or hot cross buns, 
or a time of special religious 

significance, we hope you get 
some time to enjoy reading. 

We’ve picked some 
entertaining and inspiring 

titles for all ages to help you 
explore and appreciate Easter 

from different perspectives.   

The Big Book of 
Festivals 

Marita Bullock and 
Joan-Maree Hargreaves

The Easter Book  

Rita Storey

The Great Aussie Easter  

Egg-and-Spoon Race 

Sophie Sayle with Daron Parton

The Easter Bunny Comes to the Gold Coast 

Lily Jacobs with Robert Dunn

The Big Bush Easter Egg Hunt 
Colin Buchanan and Cate James

Easter Crafts 
Anita Yasuda with Mernie Gallagher-Cole

EASTER READS − ADULTS  |   15

FIND THESE  
AND MORE!

The Book of Hope 
Jane Goodall and 
Douglas Abrams

EASTER READS

The Fun Habit 

Mike Rucker Chocolate 
Kirsten Tibballs

Mindfulness for 
Chocolate Lovers 

Diane R. Gehart

Joyrider 
Angela Scanlon

A Gift of Joy and Hope 
Pope Francis

Rocky Road 
Robert Wainwright

Chocolate Nations 
Órla Ryan

https://catalogue.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/iii/encore/?lang=eng
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Mike AndrewMike Andrew

REACH MORE 
CUSTOMERS 
ONLINE
Let’s admit it. Whenever we’re 
trying to find information about a 
product or business online, most 
of us whip out our phones and 
head straight to Google. 

As a small business owner, freelancer 
or solopreneur, how can you make your 
business or service stand out from the 
‘crowd’ of search results?

Search Engine Optimisation (SEO) and 
Google Business Profiles can help you 
to get ahead of the competition online, 
attracting more business by making 
your website appear higher up the list 
in a Google search. Find out how by 
booking your free place at this valuable 
workshop, led by Mike Andrew, Head 
of SEO at award-winning digital 
marketing service Localsearch. 

With more than 15 years’ experience 
in online optimisation, Mike will share 
the strategies used by some of the 
powerhouse companies he’s worked 
with, such as Fairfax Digital and 
Domain.com.au. Learn how you can 
apply similar strategies to boost
your own business.

Burleigh Heads Library 
Tuesday 18 April

6pm – 8pm

Book your społ!
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ANZAC DAY

Pip Adam
Pip Adam's 2017 novel The New 
Animals won the Acorn Foundation 
Prize and was described as a 
'revelatory novel that holds a 
mirror up to contemporary New 

Zealand culture'. She has also published 
a short story collection and several novels 
including Nothing to See (2020). 

Janet Frame
Nominated for the Nobel Prize in 
Literature, Frame's writing was 
in�uenced by sometimes traumatic 
life experiences. Her �rst novel 
Owls Do Cry is considered a New 

Zealand classic. Her autobiographical work 
Angel at my Table was made into a
�lm directed by Jane Campion. 

Paul Cleave 
Cleave's debut novel The Cleaner
was an international success 
and described as 'raw, visceral 
and compelling'. His stand-alone 
thrillers include The Killing Hour, 

Blood Men, Trust No One and The Quiet 
People, as well as his popular
Theodore Tate quartet. 

Ngaio Marsh 
Dame Edith Ngaio Marsh was a 
leading crime and mystery author 
and playwright, known for her 
many detective novels featuring 
Inspector Roderick Alleyn. 

Compared to the likes of Agatha Christie, she 
penned 32 novels during her 50-year career.

Witi Ihimaera 
Known as one of Aotearoa’s most 
proli�c writers, Maori author and 
playwright Witi Ihimaera is best-
known for his book The Whale 
Rider, later made into a �lm. 

Writing from an early age, Witi saw his writing 
as a way to express the Maori experience. 

Eleanor Catton 
Catton burst onto the literary 
scene in 2009 with her debut novel 
The Rehearsal. It was described 
as having the 'glitter and mystery 
of a true literary original'. Her 

2013 novel The Luminaries, following a gold 
prospector who travelled to NZ’s South Island 
to make his fortune, won numerous awards 
including the prestigious Man Booker Prize. 
Her latest novel Birnam Wood is out now. 

As we commemorate ANZAC Day on 25 April with our New Zealand neighbours, 
why not explore some great novels from six notable Kiwi authors?

If you’re enjoying the Kiwi �avour of these writers, explore some other classic and contemporary Aotearoa 
New Zealand authors including Katherine Mans�eld, Margaret Mahy, Keri Hulme, Vanda Symon, C.K. Stead, 
Rebecca K Reilly, Jacqueline Bublitz and Fiona Kidman. 

ACROSS THE DITCH
READS FROM

https://bit.ly/3Z1S9ny
http://bit.ly/3yidkqg
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FROM PAGE TO SCREEN

THE NEXT BEST THING 
TO READING A GREAT 
BOOK IS SEEING THE 
MOVIE OR TV SERIES! 
HERE ARE A FEW TO 

ADD TO YOUR READING 
LIST BEFORE THEY 
DROP THIS YEAR.

FIND THEM!

YOUNG 
ADULTS

1. Aristotle and Dante Discover the Secrets of the Universe, Benjamin Alire Sáenz. LGBTIQ+ romance. Film out now.
2. The Ballad of Songbirds and Snakes, Suzanne Collins. Dystopian. Film out late 2023.
3. My Life with the Walter Boys, Ali Novak. Youth romance. Netflix series in production.

4. Loveboat, Taipei, Abigail Hing Wen. Family and relationships. Film release TBC.
5. It’s Not Summer Without You (The Summer I Turned Pretty S2), Jenny Han. Youth romance. Prime Video date TBC.

6. Siege and Storm/Ruin and Rising (Shadow and Bone S2), Leigh Bardugo. Paranormal/fantasy. Netflix out 16 March.
7. Uglies, Scott Westerfeld. Dystopian. Netflix film later 2023.

8. My Lady Jane, Cynthia Hand, Brodi Ashton, Jodi Meadows. Historical fantasy. Prime Video series in production.
9. American Born Chinese, Gene Luen-Yang. High School graphic novel. Disney+ series Autumn 2023.

HING 
REAT 

1

5

6

7

8 9

2 3

4

LOCATION Mon − Fri Sat Sun

Robina, Southport 9am – 6pm 9am – 4pm 9am – 4pm

Broadbeach, Elanora, Helensvale, Runaway Bay 9am – 6pm 9am – 4pm Closed

Burleigh Waters, Nerang, Upper Coomera 9am – 6pm 9am – 1pm Closed

Burleigh Heads, Coolangatta 9am – 4pm Closed Closed

Ormeau Community Lounge and Library 9am – 4pm
Closed Mondays

9am – 1pm Closed

OPENING HOURS

Ił’S your library!

VISIT OUR eLIBRARY
Our eLibrary is open 24/7 
to browse and borrow. 

SIGN UP FOR eNEWS
Register now and stay in touch 
with what’s new at libraries.

LET'S BE FRIENDS!
   facebook.com/GCLibraries

   instagram.com/gclibraries

   youtube.com/GoldCoastLibraries

GET IN TOUCH
Got a question or need some help?

  askalibrarian@goldcoast.qld.gov.au

  07 5667 5940

WHAT’S ON
See our upcoming library events 
and book your FREE places

Access Kanopy using the 
eLibrary from Tuesday 4 April.

Kanopy is a video-streaming platform 
dedicated to thoughtful and thought-
provoking �lms and documentaries. 
Included with the platform is Kanopy 
Kids, a curated collection of entertaining 
and educational movies, TV shows and 
animated storybooks just for kids.

From April you can access Kanopy for 
free using your library card! Enjoy a 
diverse collection of enriching content, 
available to stream anytime and 
anywhere — from desktop to TV to tablet. 

http://bit.ly/3SV1eMY
https://bit.ly/3PlT0em
https://bit.ly/3PogijC
https://bit.ly/3yWIx29
http://goldcoast.qld.gov.au/libraries/eLibrary


We also 
have books.

cityofgoldcoast.com.au/libraries

Fun spaces to 
explore and imagine. 
At Gold Coast Libraries kids have it all. 
A new world awaits, and it starts with a book.




