Bicycle safety on the Gold Coast
Bicycle riders have less protection
than drivers and are more likely to be
injured if there is a crash.
Bicycle riders and motorists have the same
rights and responsibilities when using the road.
Bicycle riders are legitimate road users and
have the right to be treated with courtesy and
care by other road users. In turn, bicycle riders
must obey the bicycle road rules.

Share the road
Whether you are a motorist, a
cyclist, or both, we all need to
share the road.
Queensland Government laws mean
motorists must allow:
•

a minimum of one metre when
passing cyclists in a 60 kilometres
per hour or less speed zone

•

at least 1.5 metres where the speed
limit is over 60 kilometres per hour.

Motorists are allowed to cross centre
lines, including double unbroken centre
lines, straddle lanelines or drive on painted
islands to pass cyclists provided the driver
has a clear view of any approaching traffic
and it is safe to do so.
See road rules at
qld.gov.au/sharetheroad

Gold Coast Road Safety Plan 2015–2020
Road safety is a community issue and the Gold
Coast Road Safety Plan is a single planning
document that sets out to:

Bicycle
related crash
statistics

year
target
Reduce fatalities and serious
injuries on the Gold Coast
transport system by at least 30%.
Nationally, between 2000-01 and
2008-09, the rate of serious injury
‡
to bicycle riders climbed 82.6%

8%

7%

14%

29%

of all serious road
trauma is among
pedestrians, cyclists and
motorcyclists.

Each year since 2008, an
average of 46

Gold Coast
bicycle riders were killed
or hospitalised.

Bicycles outsold cars for the fifteenth consecutive year in 2013-14, with
more than 1.3 million people buying a two-wheeler.‡

•

reduce crashes

•

save lives

Crash data statistics are based on results presented in the Gold Coast Road Safety Plan 2015–2020. The crash data

•

prevent serious trauma.

*State of Queensland. 2014. Crash Data from Queensland Roads (online). Available at data.qld.gov.au/dataset/crash-datafrom- queensland-roads (Accessed 15/1/2014)

It nominates actions and responsibilities for
everyone who is a part of community
protection including road authorities, transport
user advocates, law enforcement and the
general public.

statistics are based on the Queensland Road Crash Database* using a 5 year reporting period between 2008 and 2012.

† The Cochrane database Systematic Reviews 1999, Issue 4. Helmets for preventing head and facial injuries. Thompson
D., Rivara F. and Thompson R.
‡ Cycling Promotion Fund 2015.

P 1300 GOLDCOAST (1300 465 326)
W goldcoast.qld.gov.au/roadsafety
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For more information

Laws for motorists passing bicycle riders
Simple advice for bicycle riders:
•

Get the right bike – make sure it is fitted to you and your needs.

•

Wear a helmet.

•

Wear high visible clothing.

•

Ride consistently and clearly signal your next moves.

•

Use a footpath if you are not confident on the road – it is
legal in Queensland.

•

Remember to always give way to pedestrians.

•

Obey the road rules.

•

Be patient, courteous and consider other road users.

Simple advice for motorists:
•

Actively look out for bicycle riders.

•

Check your surroundings, blind spots, and indicate before
changing lanes, turning or when you open your car door.

•

Give way when required – treat bicycle riders like any
other vehicle.

•

Obey the road rules.

•

Be considerate, dip your headlights when approaching a
bicycle rider at night.

•

Be patient – if it isn’t safe to pass a rider, wait until it is safe.

•

Be extra careful around riders in wet weather – the road can
become oily or slippery and reduce visibility.

The Gold Coast Cycling Guide provides cycling advice, road safety
information, cycle maps and lanes to help you get the most out of
cycling in the city.

•

Leave a safe distance when passing bicycle riders – under
the road rules, this means at least one metre in speed zones
of 60km/h or less, and 1.5 metres in speed zones of more
than 60km/h.

Email activetravel@goldcoast.qld.gov.au or call 07 5582 8453
to order a pocket size hardcopy to keep on hand while you’re
out and about. Or visit cityofgoldcoast.com.au/activetravel to
download your own copy of the Gold Coast Cycling Guide.

Gold Coast Cycling Guide

and under
1 metre
Over
1.5 metres
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Stay wider
of the rider.

With more than 1000 kilometres of bikeways that
link neighbourhoods, schools, foreshores and parks,
and interconnect with major transit routes, the Gold
Coast is a great place to cycle.

