
These planning decisions can be enormously complex. They 
balance hundreds of factors to create much needed housing, 
to support the economy, and to protect our environment.

The truth is that good development decisions can only take  
us so far. The key to protecting our lifestyle is infrastructure. 
More of it. And sooner.

Council has taken a further significant step to deliver this 
infrastructure with a proposed major amendment to our  
Local Government Infrastructure Plan (LGIP2).

This plan identifies and costs infrastructure projects across our 
transport, park, community facility and water networks caused 
by population growth over the next two decades.

Knowing what needs to be done is one thing – paying for it 
is another. And this is made even more difficult by the State 
Government which has put a cap on fees paid by developers.

Simply put, the State Government does not allow Council to 
fully recover the full costs of the infrastructure burden created 
by new development. Instead, the gap is paid by ratepayers.

It is even worse in parts of Robina where State Government 
legislation means Council cannot collect any transport 
infrastructure fees at all. None.

My opinion is that the system is broken.

I continue to push back, with the campaign for change taking 
on new urgency with the State Government unveiling plans for 
a proposed satellite Athletes Village at Robina for the Brisbane 
2032 Olympics.

Just weeks ago, I supported a motion to fundamentally rethink 
how infrastructure is funded so our Council has the evidence 
and moral authority to seek change from the State. This is so 
important, and I will never give up.

We genuinely live in the best part of the Gold Coast and I am 
so encouraged by all the locals who help shape the decisions 
that affect our community.

I encourage you to subscribe to my newsletter for updates on 
all these issues (and more) and to participate in our regular 
consultations. Just scan the QR code below.

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy this edition of Division 11 
Community News. Please do let me know if I can assist you or 
your family with any local issue. I am here to help.  
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COUNCILLOR’S MESSAGE
As the Gold Coast continues to grow, it has never been more important for Council 
to support sensible development outcomes in our community and across the city.
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We all have a role to play  
in the preservation of our 
magnificent fauna. 

Latest City data reveals the 
extent of wildlife-vehicle 
collisions on our roads. 

The report identified a high 
density of collision hotspots 
between koalas and vehicles 
concentrated along several key 
roads within Currumbin Waters 
and Currumbin Valley, Elanora, 
Tallebudgera, and Burleigh 
Heads areas.

Major roads within the northern 
suburbs also pose a risk with 
further hotspots in Parkwood, 
Arundel, Coombabah as well 
as Helensvale. 

Two key issues have been 
identified: driver behaviour  
and the need for more 
mitigation measures.

The City currently undertakes 
a range of measures to reduce 
strikes such as fauna exclusion 
fencing, fauna underpasses, 
static wildlife signage, koala 
speed awareness devices, 
variable messaging signs as 
well as community education 
and awareness messaging. 

But we must do more –  
and we are.

New mitigation measures 
to be explored include: 
Additional signage (static as 
well as vehicle activated); 
new fauna fencing; modify 
existing fencing; installing 
fauna culverts; vegetation 
management; vehicle calming 
devices such as speed humps, 
rumble strips and chicanes; 
koala grids (to restrict access 
to roads) and koala ladders (to 
enable escape from roads).

More than 13,000 records of 
wildlife-vehicle collisions (all 
native species) have been 
reported on Gold Coast roads 
in the last decade and koalas 
make up 12.5 per cent of  
these records.

I urge drivers to play their part 
and slow down at known koala 
hot spots, especially around 
dawn and dusk. 

MAYOR’S MESSAGE
Taking extra care of our wildlife.

TOM TATE 
MAYOR

NEW INFRASTRUCTURE PLAN 
FOR GROWING POPULATION
A major population boom has put sudden and 
significant new pressure on our roads, in our parks, 
and at our community facilities.

To help protect our lifestyle, Council has endorsed 
a (draft) major amendment to its Local Government 
Infrastructure Plan (the Plan).

This multi-year plan uses sophisticated new 
population projections to identify and prioritise 
necessary upgrades across the Gold Coast 
including here in Division 11.

Locally, there is a focus on upgrading intersections 
around Robina Town Centre. And upgrades are 
planned along Christine Avenue, Robina Parkway 
and Scottsdale Drive too.

Robina Parkway/Markeri Street  $3.37 million

Robina Parkway/Cheltenham Drive $3.83 million

Cheltenham Drive/Laver Drive  $3.38 million

Robina Town Centre Drive/Laver Drive $4 million

Robina Town Centre Drive/Scottsdale Drive $1.2 million

Robina Parkway/Laver Drive $31 million

Robina Town Centre Drive/Prospect Court  $1.5 million

Christine Avenue/Varsity Parade $4.5 million

Christine Avenue/Mattocks Road $600,000

Christine Avenue/Varsity Sound Avenue  $4.2 million

Future stages of the Green Heart ($138 million) 
feature in the Plan, which will deliver new sporting 
fields, community buildings, a major events space, 
across a massive 220 hectares.

Council is alert to the need to keep rates as low 
as possible – updating this plan helps ensure 
developer fees are spent wisely.

That said, the task is made all more difficult as the 
State places a cap on the infrastructure fees  
payable by those profiting from development.  
More on that later.

The Plan has now been referred to the State for  
sign-off before a formal community consultation  
will be launched to invite your feedback about  
project timing.

OLYMPIC GAMES UPDATE
The State Government has 
announced its intention to  
deliver a satellite Athletes Village 
at Robina for the Brisbane 2032 
Olympic Games.

The proposed site is on Lake 
Lido opposite Robina Town 
Centre, land which the State 
Government owns through its 
development business  
QIC Limited.

In the absence of a supporting 
infrastructure plan, Council  
has raised its concerns and 
resolved to identify the risks 
that may impact ratepayer and 
community interests.

A report will now be prepared for 
Council to consider all planning, 

development assessment and 
infrastructure risks associated 
with the State-led project.

The report will also set out how 
Council – your representatives – 
will be consulted to direct  
City officers’ dealings with their 
State counterparts.

My personal view is the  
State must commit to:

• Community consultation

• Major road upgrades

• Rapid public transport

• Accessible open space

• Sensible density/height

I will keep you updated in future 
editions of this newsletter.
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NEW CAMERAS TO 
EASE CONGESTION 
More cameras have been added to our 
traffic monitoring network to drive  
efficiency in our local roads.

Increased visibility of local driving  
conditions will allow network operators  
to optimise timings and more quickly 
recover after crashes.

This is an important short-term measure  
as Council plans a program of upgrades 
along the Christine Avenue corridor,  
around Robina Town Centre and around  
the Varsity Lakes CBD.

Currently, our division has 11 cameras 
installed at the following locations/
intersections:

Robina Town Centre Drive and Laver Drive

Robina Town Centre Drive Christine Avenue

Robina Parkway and Laver Drive

Robina Parkway and Cheltenham Drive

Robina Parkway and Markeri Street

Robina Parkway and Scottsdale Drive

Laver Drive and Cheltenham Drive

Christine Ave and Scottsdale Drive

Cottesloe Drive and University Drive

Scottsdale Drive and Stapley Drive/
Bayswater Avenue

Markeri Street and Ron Penhaligon Way

A further three more cameras are proposed 
for the following locations:

Cheltenham Drive and Poppy Lane

Robina Town Centre Drive at the Glades

Christine Ave and South Bay Drive

To keep you informed, a new website will 
soon feature information about upcoming 
road projects.

TAKING THE LEAD ON DOG OWNERSHIP
The number of proactive patrols at our busiest dog parks will be increased  
following an audit of Robina Common and Frascott Park. The audit was 
prompted by growing frustration with owners failing to keep their animals under 
effective control, risking the safety of families and other animals.

Council has resolved to strengthen its animal management rules with tough new 
penalties for those wilfully doing the wrong thing. The rules are subject to State 
review and further community consultation. 

Meanwhile, over 52,000 dog waste bags are now available across Division 11 
every week at 21 locations for 3,800 local dogs. That should be more than 
enough if we take only what we need.

In positive news, there was significant community support for tactical upgrades 
at the Frascott Park dog agility area to address long running drainage issues. 
New drains, soft fall treatment and expanded concrete sections will help protect 
amenity when the ground has been saturated by heavy rains.

And upgrades to the Robina Common off-leash dog area will form part of the 
Robina Common Improvement Plan works.

UPGRADES EARMARKED FOR VARSITY 
LAKES COMMUNITY RESOURCE CENTRE
The Varsity Lakes Community Resource Centre is busier than ever, boasting great 
new programs and much needed services.

To cope with growth, the City has worked with the venue to plan upgrades to the 
carpark and driveway. This project aims to make it easier for residents visiting the 
centre by creating a wider road with dual carriageway, a new pathway link from 
Mattocks Road to the Community Centre and improved associated lighting. 

Construction of the access road will commence in June, with road lighting 
scheduled to be upgraded by August.

COMBATING CRIME WITH MOBILE CCTV UPGRADES

MAJOR DEVELOPMENT IN OUR 
FIGHT AGAINST LOCAL CRIME
Our campaign to bring the Community Camera Alliance has 
been won, with the State Government backing our push to 
bring this crimefighting tool to the Gold Coast.

Varsity Lakes has been named one of two trial suburbs, where 
locals and businesses can register their safety cameras with 
police using an easy online form.

When crime does happen, this means police can quickly 
collect the evidence they need to identify and prosecute 
offenders.

And it will be a powerful deterrent to troublemakers even 
visiting our community. It is like being protected by Australia's 
largest Neighbourhood Watch which never sleeps.

It is important Varsity Lakes locals get behind this trial, so we 
can see it quickly expanded to Robina and Burleigh Waters too.

Thank you for your support during this yearlong  
campaign. It has made all the difference when I have  
fought for our community.

To register your camera, please visit  
forms.police.qld.gov.au/CCTVRegistration

SPEED AWARENESS DEVICES 
SHOWING SIGNS OF SUCCESS
We boast one of the most extensive Drive Safe deployments 
anywhere on the Gold Coast. New figures reveal major 
success reducing inadvertent speeding in local roads. 

Check out the data gathered from these 10 signs: 

Tullamarine Drive, Robina    5 kilometres per hour

Thorngate Drive, Robina   10 kilometres per hour

Lancewood Circuit, Robina   12 kilometres per hour

Robina Town Centre Drive, Robina   8 kilometres per hour

Grevillea Drive, Varsity Lakes   10 kilometres per hour

Yarraville Street, Robina  11 kilometres per hour

Mattocks Road (S), Varsity Lakes   5 kilometres per hour

Mattocks Road, Varsity Lakes  7 kilometres per hour

Ron Penhaligon Way North, Robina  10 kilometres per hour

Ron Penhaligon Way South, Robina  8 kilometres per hour

We can all do our part in keeping our roads safe by reporting 
deliberate, high range speeding and other dangerous driver 
behaviour to 134 666 (13HOON).

Our community boasts one of the 
largest suburban CCTV camera 
networks across the Gold Coast. 
Cameras help keep people safe in 
parks, reserves and along our  
busiest roads.

Permanent CCTV works effectively 
across the division with a total of 
32 cameras at a range of locations 
including the Varsity CBD, Varsity 
Lakes Skate Park, Frascott Park, and 
the Robina Common Sports Complex.

A mobile camera fleet is also 
deployed throughout the Division to 
address emergent crime and anti-
social behaviour issues. Currently, 
mobile cameras are located at: 

• Maidenhair Place, Varsity Lakes 

• Varsity Wetlands, Coolibah Crescent, 
Varsity Lakes 

• Robina Lions Club Park 

• Varsity Foreshore Park, Varsity Lakes

• Varsity Parade and Christine Avenue,  
Varsity Lakes

• Palma Crescent, Varsity Lakes

• Cumberland Avenue, Varsity Lakes

• Arbour Lane Walkway, Robina

The mobile cameras are deployed on a 
temporary basis and able to be relocated 
when required to address safety concerns.

From July 2022, a new mobile camera 
fleet will be rolled out, featuring the latest 

technology to capture and deter 
antisocial behaviour in our suburbs. 

The imagery is high definition and 
capable of working well in low light 
settings to support police to create 
a safer environment for those who 
visit, live and work in the city.   

If you believe your part of the 
division may benefit from a mobile 
CCTV camera deployment, please 
get in touch with my office. 

All deployments are supported 
through a comprehensive approach 
to crime prevention through 
environmental design audit and 
with the input of local police.
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