
That is why I am so passionate about ensuring locals shape our 
budget through genuine consultation. This ensures we get the 
balance right between keeping rates as low as possible and 
delivering the upgrades we need to protect our lifestyle.

This year, three hundred households participated in our local 
budget consultation. And that is besides the many more who 
participated in the ‘whole of city’ consultation early this year. 
It was an incredible result which shows our community is 
engaged and very aspirational.

There were many issues, suggestions and upgrades 
championed in the feedback. But there were two dominant 
themes that underscored – and supported – my years-long 
campaigns as your local representative on the Council.

The first, and most urgent, is action to tackle worsening 
congestion at our busiest intersections. This includes around 
Robina Town Centre whose roads become gridlocked during 
morning and afternoon peak hours.

The second priority is for Council to make the most of its open 
space. This means upgrading facilities to support organised 
and recreational sport, and spearheading reforestation and 
environmental initiatives to ensure we leave the Gold Coast 
better than we found it.

On both accounts, I am delighted to say Council has endorsed 
a budget that delivers for our local community. It protects our 
lifestyle today – and for future generations too. And that is no 
exaggeration. The scale and ambition of our local projects is 
truly unprecedented.

Our Capital Works Program delivers more than $13 million to 
upgrade four busy intersections around Robina Town Centre, 
along Scottsdale Drive and at The Rocket. And $500,000 has 
been secured to accelerate work at Laver Drive and Robina 
Parkway too.

Personally, I am most excited about the ‘Greenheart’ a new 
241-hectare community precinct boasting sports fields, water 
play, function areas, wetlands and nature trails, event spaces, 
and so, so much more.

Council has committed $22 million to construct the first 
stage (formerly the Robina City Parklands) this financial 
year and endorsed a full masterplan which will guide even 
more investment in the years to come. It is our big, amazing 
communal backyard.

There are so many more projects – big and small – that will 
protect our reputation as a great place to live, work and raise a 
family. Consider joining our community newsletter to see what’s 
in store and help shape more local decisions in the year to come.

Yours sincerely

CR HERMANN VORSTER 
DIVISION 11 COUNCILLOR
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COUNCILLOR’S MESSAGE
Council is the custodian of ratepayers’ hard-earned money – so it must be 
spent wisely and in keeping with locals’ priorities. It’s not just democratic, 
but the hallmark of good government.
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BETTER PARKS

GREENHEART UPDATE 
Council has endorsed construction of the first stage 
of Greenheart beginning this financial year and an 
ambitious full masterplan for future stages in the  
years to come.

The scale, location, and heritage of this new destination 
parkland will ensure it is a place of major significance to all 
South East Queensland. And it is right on our doorstep.

The fallow precinct will be transformed into a destination  
of immense natural beauty with a contemporary design.  
Once complete, the community will come here to enjoy events 
and cultural celebrations, participate in sports, and connect 
with nature.

Features of the incredible 241-hectare parkland include:

• The Sports Precinct comprising of sports fields and 
purpose-built buildings for local sports clubs and  
school sports

• An Event Quarter and Celebration Lawn for major events 
and festivals

• The Discovery Hub with a major playground, picnic areas 
and boardwalks 

• A strong Green Avenue link with shared pedestrian and 
cycle paths

• Ephemeral wetlands with boardwalks and bird hides for 
watching wildlife

• Half a million new trees and protected forest areas

• Naturalisation of Mudgeeraba Creek with filtration wetlands 
and opportunities for non-powered watercraft recreation.

The Greenheart will be delivered in a staged approach over the 
next several years, allowing the community to visit and enjoy 
the parkland as it evolves over time. 

Learn more at cityofgoldcoast.com.au/greenheart

BIG UPGRADES FOR  
SMALLER PARKS
Funding has been secured for significant landscaping and 
lighting projects to rejuvenate garden beds, boost safety, 
and improve our green spaces. 

$ 166,000 for pathway lighting through Lancewood  
Circuit Reserve

$ 150,000 to irrigate and rehabilitate parklands used by the 
Varsity College Junior Campus

$ 51,386 for drainage and turf improvements at North Shore 
Park (subject to consultation) 

$ 50,000 for new native gardens along Robina Parkway

$ 48,000 for garden, turf, and park furniture upgrades at 
Collingwood Park

$ 40,000 for garden bed upgrades at Riverwalk

$ 40,000 for a new war memorial at Lone Pine Park

$ 40,000 for playground upgrades at Great Southern Drive

$ 14,000 for shaded seating at Lake Orr and Hayes Park

RESTORING 
OUR NATURAL 
ENVIRONMENT
Our reputation as a ‘green’ 
community is supported with  
another significant investment in 
native fish for our lakes and tree 
plantings for local parks and streets.

Just some of the highlights include:

$ 10,200 for street tree plantings around Varsity College 

$ 10,000 for native fish releases in West and South Lakes  
and the Tilapia Busters event

$ 10,000 for additional tree plantings around Lake Orpheus

And 1800 free trees for local school students 
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A STRONGER COMMUNITY

GRANTS AND DONATIONS
Funding will ensure our hardworking community 
organisations and their volunteers continue to receive the 
backing they deserve for their worthwhile initiatives.

Just some of the highlights include:

$ 33,777 to support community organisations and their 
operational costs

$ 10,000 for the Currumbin Wildlife Hospital to aid our 
injured animals

$ 2000 for in-kind support of community organisations

LOCAL EVENTS AND 
CELEBRATIONS
Funding for free social gatherings, events and festivals will 
unfold across Robina and Varsity Lakes, bringing people 
together from all walks of life. 

Over $ 130,000 will deliver some of our signature events  
such as:

• Symphony by the Lake

• World Street Food Festival

• Christmas carols

• New Year’s Eve 

• ANZAC Day commemorations

• And more!

And $35,000 will support the year-long activations of the 
NaturallyGC and Active & Healthy workshops in our area, 
including the Naturally Gold Coast Festival.

BETTER SPORTS AND 
COMMUNITY FACILITIES
Significant investments into our sports and community facilities 
will boost their resilience, keeping our community safer, happier, 
healthier, and stronger. 

Just some of the highlights include:

$ 1 million to upgrade the entry road and demountables at the 
Varsity Lakes Community Resource Centre 

$ 210,000 for drainage and the rehabilitation of two of Robina 
Common’s fields

$ 28,000 for new multi-sport goals at Frascott Park

$ 26,900 for drainage, path, and fence improvements at Robina 
Common’s dog park

Community consultation will also get underway for Robina 
Common, with locals invited to have their say on what 
improvements they would like to see at the sports facility.
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MAYOR’S MESSAGE
I am proud to lead a Council that works to 
protect our lifestyle and deliver the services 
we all expect, at a price we can afford.
Balancing a budget of $1.7 billion requires sound 
fiscal management as well as the capacity to adapt to 
changing circumstances.

The global health pandemic, Covid-19, challenged our 
city like never before. The pandemic brought with it an 
enormous financial burden but also impacted the mental 
health of our residents including our hard-working small 
business operators.

Today, the green shoots of recovery are coming through 
and we have reset, and refocused, to again deliver the 
frontline services residents and visitors expect from such 
a wonderful lifestyle city.

We are delivering these services while keeping the 
average rate increase below the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI). In 2022-23, the average increase is 4.3 per cent.

For the past decade, this council has kept average rate 
increases at, or below, CPI. That is a record any public 
administration would be proud of.

We remain focused on our debt management while still 
constructing world class community centres, maintaining 
55 kilometres of ocean beaches, servicing the city’s 
2300 parks and providing the best when it comes to 
libraries, pools, events, playgrounds and local roads.

In 2022-23, debt will be $673 million – almost $200 
million less than it was projected to be in 2012-13.

Right now, we are living within our means, keeping rates 
low and still delivering the services our residents, and 
71,000 small businesses, expect.

Together, we can ensure our city remains a great place 
to live, work and invest.

TOM TATE 
MAYOR

ROBINA TOWN CENTRE INTERSECTIONS
Major intersection upgrades around Robina Town Centre will 
ease peak time congestion and will enable safer commutes in 
this traffic ‘hot spot’.

Just some of the highlights include:

$ 8.5 million to signalise Robina Town Centre Drive and  
Laver Drive

$ 1.67 million to signalise Scottsdale Drive and  
Prospect Court

$ 1.38 million to upgrade Robina Parkway and  
Scottsdale Drive

$ 1.1 million to upgrade Robina Town Centre Drive and 
Scottsdale Drive

$ 500,000 to begin upgrade planning for Robina Parkway and 
Laver Drive

Meanwhile, Council continues to seek support from the State 
Government for transport infrastructure reform.

ACCESSIBLE STREETS AND FOOTPATHS
Our growing community deserves easier access to great 
outdoor experiences, including safer access to our many 
walking paths and parklands.

Just some of the highlights include:

$ 1.88 million to upgrade the Varsity Promenade boardwalk 

$ 400,000 for disability access upgrades from Cheltenham 
Drive to Glen Eagles Drive

$ 110,000 for new footpath connections to Christine Avenue.


