Mayor’s
message
The 2022-23 City Budget has several key focus areas
including safety, transport and sustainability.
As Mayor, I am acutely aware of the cost-of-living
pressures we all face. These pressures are driven by
inflation and are impacting every Australian.
The 2022-23 City Budget is my tenth as Mayor and I’m
confident it will continue our city’s record of ensuring any
rate increases are capped at, or below, CPI (Consumer
Price Index).

Let’s
talk
Y O U R F EED BA C K
IS IM P O RTA N T.
If there are local issues
that concern you or
your family, please
get in touch.

A focus next financial year is on ensuring greater
community safety through further investment in CCTV,
street lighting and community infrastructure including
disability-compliant change rooms and park facilities.
Since 2011, we have increased our city CCTV network
from 110 fixed cameras to a fleet of more than 700 units
today including mobile CCTV and anti-hoon cameras.

CONNECTING
OUR COMMUNITY

Safety starts at home and the City and Queensland Police
are currently running a camera network trial, known as
the Community Camera Alliance (CCA), in Varsity Lakes
and Yatala. The trial will provide police with great visual
footage, should an incident occur in streets around those
two suburbs. The program is confidential and helps keep
our streets safe.

I applaud the Queensland Police Service for launching this
initiative and we hope more suburbs are included later this
year. Details are at: https://bit.ly/3FgFzYN
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Access to information greatly assists police and as we all
know, visual footage of potential offenders is vital when
someone is acting suspiciously in your neighbourhood.

Koalas

Hazard Reduction Burns

Street Trees Program

Division 7 is home to many of our arboreal friends, with few
other urbanised areas integrating so closely with our native
wildlife. However, this is not always a good thing. While it gives
the community a unique opportunity to truly celebrate places
like the Arundel Wetlands, it also means that native species
like the koala are more likely to encounter roads, dogs and
disease.

The City plays an active and vital role in maintaining our natural
areas. In the interests of public safety, one component includes
regular hazard reduction burns as outlined in our Bushfire
Management Plan. A burn is planned for O’Brien and Proud
Family Park, Arundel. Here you can see the burn area is
shown in red with the notifiable properties highlighted in yellow.
Burns are performed in a controlled fashion with Natural Area
Management Unit officers on-site during all burns. The officers
pre-emptively search for wildlife and put measures in place when
animals are observed. For tree dwelling species such as koalas,
flames are typically only about a metre high, and minimally
affect the wildlife. A burn is planned for Watergum Reserve,
Molendinar, later in the year.

Street tree planting has recently occurred in Labrador with
many of the eastern streets having mature kerbside trees
planted to help green our community. Not only do they
beautify the local area, they also provide shade, cooling,
and future homes to various bird species. The next project is
scheduled for Arundel this month.

The City has recently released the most current annual Koala
Data Summary. This categorises reported sightings by suburb
as well as key statistics like hospital admissions, vehicle
strikes, dog incidents and rescue responses. Reported koala
sightings have reduced in the most recent data summary.
It is key that community members continue to report koala
sightings in their area as this better informs Council’s
decision making around priority wildlife infrastructure and the
introduction of variety programs to protect our native wildlife.
On a positive note, there was a 24 per cent reduction in
koala-dog related incidents in 2021. It is critical that dog
owners ensure their pet is appropriately restrained to their
property and not allowed to roam. Further to this, if your
property interfaces with reserves where there is existing koala
habitat, it is important to provide an escape option should a
koala enter your backyard and can be as simple as a large
branch propped against your fence. It is also vital to follow all
dog regulations in your area. The entire Arundel Wetlands is
classified as dog-prohibited, so you should never enter this
area with your dog. Most public spaces are dog on-leash,
unless you are in a designated dog off-leash area.

Mobile office
Mobile office locations in June
I hold regular mobile offices around our local area to ensure
I continue to deliver for our community. I would love to meet
you at one of these locations, so that I may provide updates
important to you or support you on local matters.
Len Fox Park, Marine Pde 		
Arundel Plaza, Napper Rd
Silver Bridle Park, Macquarie Ave
Harley Park, Marine Pde		

4 June 7am - 9am
9 June 3pm – 5pm
10 June 3pm-5pm
11 June 7am – 9am

Mangrove season
For those travelling along Brisbane Road in coming months,
you may notice a very distinct smell. Although it may smell
like a foul fart, it is our mangroves doing their business
breaking down organic matter and preparing to germinate.
This is a very important process as they provide important
homes to fish, birds and crustaceans. If you happen to
experience this smell, please do your best to embrace these
nature farts and appreciate the importance it plays in our
estuarine ecosystem.
Streets of Remembrance
The first tranche of our Streets of Remembrance signs were
deployed in April, just in time for ANZAC Day 2022. Within
Division 7, four streets were marked with the rising sun to
commemorate the servicemen the streets were originally
named after, and who lost their lives in action. Frank Street
was named in honour of Private Francis Frederick Beitz.
Freeman Street was named in honour of Lieutenant Norman
David Freeman. Turpin Road was named in honour of Private
Sydney Henry Turpin. Brown Street was named in honour of
Sapper Ernest Edmund Brown.

Working together towards a happy, healthy and inclusive Gold Coast

