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Hello! From this month the Divisional newsletter is coming to you 
via Australia Post under a new arrangement with Council which 
seeks to extend the number of recipients – you will now get this 
in your letterbox.

There are other changes too. It is now an independent 
publication rather than a page in ‘The Local Newsletter 
publication’. It will be sent every three months (the old 
publication was monthly). So there’s some resultant change 
to the content and timeliness of the information I provide, but I 
hope you find it a worthwhile read!

For those of you who are new to the newsletter, I hope you will 
find this a good source of information about Council projects 
and issues, local events and more.

Let’s get into it!

Christmas Events!
• Nerang Celebrates Christmas – Bischof Park and Nerang 

Street on Saturday 10 December from 3pm with Santa 
arriving at 8pm for the countdown and launching of 
fireworks! (event organised by the Nerang Celebrates 
Committee and chiefly funded by Division 5)

• Pacific Pines Christmas in the Park at Central Park on 
Hotham Drive on Sunday 11 December from 4pm to 8pm. 
A fabulous program of entertainment finishing with fireworks 
(event organised by the Pacific Pines Residents Group and 
chiefly funded by Division 5).

Projects!

Swift Park, Nerang
I have been seeking input from locals who live near Swift 
Park, clubs and general users of the park and Council officers 
regarding:-

• Possible provision of a new footpath on Centurion Crescent.

• A footpath into the park from Centurion.

• A new fenced dog agility area within the park to complement 
the existing fenced area at Kamholtz Park.

• the future of the petanque courts in the park, and more.

A brief rundown of the outcomes is:-

• A footpath on the northern side of Centurion Crescent was 
not supported by the residents and will not be progressed.

• A footpath from Centurion into the park that will help keep 
pedestrians separated from vehicles is being planned right 
now and will hopefully be installed early in 2023.

• A new fenced area for dogs, together with seating for 
owners and connecting pathways, will be built just to the 
northern (river) side of the trees near the petanque courts, 
hopefully early in 2023.

• The petanque courts will experience a new era of use, 
including the Australian National Championships being 
conducted there in February 2023 and the erection of new 
signs to inform park users how to play this international 
game.

Works on the path and dog facility have been funded by 
Division 5.

Codrington Park, Pacific Pines
I have been seeking input from local residents regarding 
the flying fox in the park, as officers need to conduct some 
extensive drainage works in the park and were seeking not 
to have to reinstate the flying fox afterwards, in order to save 
expenditure.

The result of this community feedback, which was very 
genuinely sought and received, is that the flying fox WILL BE 
REINSTATED after the stormwater works are conducted. I will 
provide information on the possible timeline when it is available 
to me.

Armstrong Way, Highland Park
Two vehicle-activated wildlife wanting signs are to be installed 
on Armstrong Way in response to resident concerns about 
vehicle strikes on kangaroos and wallabies that cross the road 
to access grasslands.

The residents raised a petition which I presented to Council 
earlier this year and the result is that an information leaflet has 
been distributed to about a thousand households asking people 
to take special care of our wildlife and two signs funded by 
Division 5 are to be installed before the end of this year. A great 
result!

Please note I have also asked for vehicle-activated signs to be 
installed on Smith Street on the approach to Pacific Pines and 
this is under investigation.

Vince Hinde Park
A new exercise equipment station is to be constructed in Vince 
Hinde Park Nerang in response to public requests. The timing is 
uncertain as we wait for the contractor to come on board, but 
Division 5 funds have been allocated and it should be soon!

Tree lighting in Salvado Drive Pacific Pines
In response to a request from residents, new solar powered 
lights are to be installed in three trees in the roundabout of 
Salvado and Hilary Circuit. Division 5 funds have been allocated 
and this work should be completed before Christmas!



Alexander Drive Highland Park
A long section of the southern (westbound) road carriageway 
and footpath between the big park with the power lines and 
Quigan Terrace is to be entirely replaced. This is a huge project 
costing about $1.6m and has been a focus of mine for a couple 
of years – the current pathway has such a substantial crossfall 
and power poles placed within it, and it is quite dangerous. A 
legacy from the past - I am confident this new pathway is going 
to be a huge improvement and well used by pedestrians and 
others. The road carriageway must be rebuilt as well to achieve 
all the right profiles and I am sure it is going to be a fabulous 
project altogether – running from January to June 2023.

Sign up for an electronic Division 5 newsletter!
An additional method of communication that is now available 
to me and you is an electronic newsletter distributed by email - 
probably sent about every month – this gives me an opportunity 
to provide more timely information, more photos and detailed 
plans, links to relevant material, and more!

You can sign up by scanning this QR Code: 

Your email won’t be used for anything else. If you don’t like the 
newsletter, you can easily unsubscribe – so please give it a go!

Don’t forget I am here for you:

Phone: 5582 8400

Email: division5@goldcoast.qld.gov.au

Facebook: PeterYoungDiv5

Please note: We have made every effort for this newsletter to 
be distributed within your Councillor’s Division. Some delivery 
routes overlap into other Divisions. Subscribe to your local 
Councillor’s digital newsletter via cityofgoldcoast.com.au

MESSAGE 
FROM THE 
MAYOR
Our city is lucky to be supported by thousands of volunteers 
from all walks of life.

Last month, I received a report highlighting the charitable 
and community work undertaken by Christian and multi-faith 
community groups across the coast.

It revealed these groups deliver a staggering $43 million 
annually through volunteering as well as a range of programs 
and activities.

This investment of time, compassion and resources by 
thousands of people is incredible. It saves all tiers of 
government from having to further invest in this space and 
underscores the amazing network we have through our 
pastors and church leaders.

The report was commissioned through NAYBA, a group 
established to help churches unite with other faith groups to 
improve communities.

NAYBA advises this is the largest report ever compiled for a 
community in Australia, so we are lucky to have this data at 
our fingertips.

Our Council Safe and Liveable team works with government, 
not-for-profit and volunteer organisations to ensure the 
services needed for our community are resourced and 
focused.

Ultimately, we all want to better serve the community.

Key findings include:

• 124 survey responses – 52 per cent of all faith-based 
organisations on the Gold Coast

• 355,913 people served in the past year which is 
equivalent to 57 per cent of the Gold Coast population; 
and

• $43,093,688 of social impact value was delivered.

Understanding how our council can better direct its funding 
to supporting communities is vital. That way, ratepayer funds 
are spent in the most efficient way. 

On behalf of all Councillors, I wish residents a safe and happy 
festive season.

TOM TATE - MAYOR


