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Sky’s the limit for recovery
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It is heartening to see that economic recovery is
gathering pace as the Gold Coast tourism sector
welcomes significant numbers of new and returning
visitors.
New Zealand’s willingness to reinstate trans-Tasman
travel is a great boost for the Gold Coast. Qantas is set
to fly daily Gold Coast-Auckland services that will offer
63,000 seats annually with a regional economic impact
of $50 million. They will be joined by Air New Zealand
and Jetstar on this major route.
This is the first resumption of normal international air
travel for us so it is very significant.
Just as exciting is the great news that Rex Airlines
is now serving the Gold Coast with daily flights
between here and the southern capitals of Sydney
and Melbourne. These are our two main connecting
destinations and the flights will see around 500,000
seats available each year. That will deliver us a boost of
$208 million annually.
Visitors are set to have more excitement in store, too,
as our world-renowned theme parks offer major new
rides and attractions over coming months. In addition,
the new HOTA gallery will offer a stunning cultural
tourism experience when it opens to the public from 8
May and our new dive attraction is set to go live later
this year.
As certainty and confidence return to this great city of
ours you can rest assured that I will continue my drive
to ensure the Gold Coast remains Australia’s favourite
holiday playground – and the greatest city in the world
to live.
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Southport CBD update

Junior Council

Mental health in retirement

I welcome the Mayor’s announcement to fight for a Supreme
and Federal Court in Southport – infrastructure that would
rocket-charge our CBD transformation. The plan is for new
Council Chambers and new Federal and Supreme Courts to
be housed in a purpose-designed building on the Mal Burke
carpark site. We would ensure no loss of public car parking
and that rate payers earn an income from the site with State
and Federal Government tenants.

Established in 1993, the City of Gold Coast (City) Junior
Council is a student leadership program that engages students
in years 10 and 11 from local state and private high schools.
Participants are provided the opportunity to learn about local
government; meeting with elected Councillors to discuss
community issues and helping to contribute to the planning of
future City programs, initiatives and services.

Retirement can be a relaxing and exciting time. It can also
be a daunting prospect. Some new retirees worry that
their days will have less purpose, that they will be bored,
or that they will miss the social connection they had with
co‑workers and clients.

In other news, I held a ‘mobile office-with-a-difference’ in
Southport (pictured) where I heard directly from homeless
locals. I believe the sustainable solution to ending long-term
cyclical homelessness and associated anti-social behaviour
in Division 6 will be a ‘Common Ground’ facility – a housing
model that can accommodate people with drug and mental
health issues serviced by specialised 24/7 onsite management.
Five Australian states and one territory are now home to
‘Common Ground’ developments. Thanks to Rob Molhoek MP
for leading the charge to see this become a reality.

Division 6 has 18 students across five high schools
participating in this year’s Junior Council – it’s strong youth
leadership spearheaded by 2021 Junior Mayor, Kiera Kay
from Aquinas College (pictured), and Junior Council Executive
Committee members, Charli Horchner and Riley Knowles from
Queensland Academies - Health Sciences Campus.

Probus is a thriving network that seeks to keep retirees
engaged as they transition into a new way of life - something
that’s incredibly important to maintaining mental wellness.
Enjoy new experiences and friendships, hear wonderful
guest speakers, and stay active by participating in a wide
range of activities. If you are interested in joining the Gold
Coast branch contact District Chairman, Phil Matthews on
0400 989 983 or email goldcoastpdc@gmail.com

I recently had the pleasure of sitting down with the Junior
Mayor for an informal chat. Topics discussed included our
shared vision for connecting our community, and how to best
use her platform to be an effective ‘voice’ for the city’s youth.
Watch our ‘video chat’ on my Facebook page.

Below are five tips to proactively look after your mental
health and avoid loneliness in retirement:

Visit: cityofgoldcoast.com.au/juniorcouncil

4. Consider your sense of safety

1. Focus on your physical health
2. Explore what gives you purpose
3. Connect with the outside world
5. Seek support

“If there are local issues that concern you
or your family, please contact me.”

