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Our natural city
We are fortunate to live in one of the most biodiverse cities in
Australia, where tropical climate meets temperate and ocean meets
mountain. The Gold Coast boasts World Heritage-listed Gondwana
rainforests and Ramsar convention-listed coastal wetlands, as well
as breath-taking waterfalls, large open forests, freshwater and tidal
wetlands and long stretches of dunes bordering the Coral Sea.
These features of natural beauty give the city its iconic reputation and
underpin our wellbeing, cultural identity, economy, tourism and overall
prosperity. Importantly, they also provide crucial habitat to a huge
array of wildlife (plants, animals and fungi), much of which is unique
to our city.
It was once thought that national parks were sufficient to protect
our native wildlife. However, the declaration of national parks
historically focussed on rugged, inaccessible areas, such as the
Lamington Plateau, and neglected the more ‘useable’ lowland areas,
which provide habitat to different types of wildlife. Consequently,
comparatively little of our lowland areas are protected in conservation
estate and the majority of the city’s habitat is found on private land.
This means your property is an important piece of the landscape’s
jigsaw and that you play a critical role in managing and protecting our
city’s wildlife. Even if your property may not seem large enough to
support much wildlife on its own, it could form part of a larger habitat
area or wildlife corridor that allows a greater number of species to
move about, seeking food, shelter and mates.
This guide provides you with general information about our city’s
landscape and wildlife as well as simple ways in which you can
manage your property to avoid or minimise threats to it and the
natural environment.
By managing your bushland well, you can make your property – and
our city – more resilient to natural hazards, such as floods, land
slippages and wildfire, improve the health of our waterways and
provide critical habitat to our diverse native wildlife.

Gold Coast Landholders Guide

3

The erosion caldera of the Wollumbin-Mount Warning shield volcano is a spectacular geological formation described as ‘the best example of an erosion caldera in the world’ (CERRA 2003).

History
Landscape

Mountainous landscape

The Gold Coast’s topography has been shaped by the forces of
nature – water, wind and volcanic activity – over millions of years.
Topography, geology and soils determine the type of vegetation
that grows on your property (and consequently, what animals
use it) and if your property is vulnerable to erosion or land slips.
Therefore, to understand your property, it’s helpful to understand
the city’s geological evolution.

Around 23 million years ago a series of lava flows, from what is
now known as the Wollumbin-Mount Warning shield volcano,
covered much of the older Neranleigh-Fernvale rocks. Basalt
flows extended north to Tamborine Mountain and south
to Lismore, and formed the Beechmont and Springbrook
plateaus. Basalt rock weathered to dark, fertile soils on
which rainforest flourished. Basalt soils are prone to slippage,
particularly on steeper slopes, where the native vegetation has
been cleared.

The spine of the Gold Coast
Approximately 300-400 million years ago, the present day
Gold Coast was forming in the deep ocean off Australia’s
continental shelf. Sediments eroding from a volcanic mountain
chain along the east coast were deposited on the ocean floor
and slowly altered by great heat and pressure to form harder
metasedimentary rocks. Around 300 million years ago these
rocks were uplifted, creating the Neranleigh-Fernvale formation.
This formation occupies most of the hilly central part, or spine, of
the Gold Coast between the coastal plain and the steep western
escarpments of the Springbrook and Lamington plateaus.
The Neranleigh-Fernvale’s rocks weathered to form moderately
fertile soils supporting a range of vegetation types, including
extensive eucalypt forests and patches of rainforest along creeks
and moist gullies.
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Explosive eruptions of rhyolite also contributed to the area’s
mountain building. Rhyolite weathered to lighter coloured
shallow, relatively infertile soils that mostly support eucalypt
forest and heath.

Gorges, valleys and cliff lines
When volcanic activity and mountain building ceased, the
lava flows had formed a huge dome with streams flowing
radially from the old volcano’s peak. Moisture-laden winds
from the ocean delivered heavy rainfall to the slopes of this
mountain barrier. Weathering and erosion of the softer rocks
resulted in the formation of deep gorges and river valleys, seen
throughout the coast, along with cliffs, waterfalls and distinctive
peaks of harder, erosion-resistant rhyolite plugs, like Pages
Pinnacle and Egg Rock.

People

Earliest inhabitants

Arrival of Europeans

The Gold Coast area has been home to the Yugambeh people for many
thousands of years. Aboriginal people had a complex society with
strong spiritual connections with the land. They made extensive use of
natural resources and generally, their activities had little impact on the
environment. Ceremonial bora rings, middens, rock shelters, rock art
and tree scars are physical reminders of indigenous culture while place
names such as Nerang, Guanaba and Tallebudgera are derived from
local Aboriginal words.

Quest for cedar
European settlers started arriving on the Gold Coast from the Tweed
and Richmond Rivers areas of northern New South Wales in the 1850s,
seeking Red Cedar and other prized timbers, such as White Beech
and Hoop Pine. Timber-getters heavily exploited the region’s timber
resources in the early years and little thought was given to sustainable
harvesting or protecting areas from logging.

Pastoralists and farmers
In the 1860s, farmers and graziers started coming to the region, clearing
rainforest ‘scrubs’ to establish agricultural ventures, such as cotton and
sugar growing, which were vital to the economic development of the
region. Lowland rainforests were the most impacted by these activities.
The failure of cotton production in the mid-1860s and the crash of the
sugar industry in the 1890s saw rural land use change to dairying and
banana growing, which drove further clearing and wetland drainage.

Growth of rural residential living
The Gold Coast boomed after World War II with improvements to
roads, increased tourism and rapid urban expansion bringing major
changes to the hinterland. Farming declined and large land holdings
were subdivided to become rural lifestyle blocks. In some areas native
bushland regenerated to cover previously cleared farming land. As it has
matured, this ‘new’ bushland has become important to local wildlife and
will be the old growth forest of the future.

From top:
Burragun boomerang, the smaller of the
Kombumerri boomerangs, South Coast.
Photographer unknown.
Timber getting pioneers on a large tree,
Springbrook, 1906. Photographer: A. H. Burbank.
Robert Currey’s dairy cows grazing on the property,
Wongawallan, circa 1920s. Photographer unknown.
Station Street, Nerang looking north from the water
tower of Nestle’s factory, circa 1940.
Photographer unknown.
All images courtesy City of Gold Coast Libraries,
Local Studies Collection.
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W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/history

Did you know
In Queensland, Aboriginal cultural heritage is protected under the
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act 2003 and European cultural heritage
is protected under the Queensland Heritage Act 1992.
This legislation may affect planned projects for your property.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/culturalheritage
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Vegetation
On the Gold Coast vegetation types range from
luxuriant rainforest to dry eucalypt woodland, both of
which could be present on one hinterland property.
Regardless of the vegetation type, all the forest’s
layers, from the tree canopy to ground level, are vital
to a healthy forest. A functioning ecosystem supports
complex relationships and dependencies that animals,
plants and fungi have evolved, such as food webs,
pollination and seed dispersal, decomposition and
nutrient recycling. Removing just one species can have
wide-ranging impacts throughout the whole forest.
A ‘forest’ retaining large trees, but cleared of
understorey shrubs and groundcover, will retain only
a small percentage of an intact forest’s wildlife. The
area may become more vulnerable to erosion and
weed invasion, trees may suffer from die back, due
to disease and other stresses, and the forest itself
may not survive in the long term if older trees die off
without replacement. Animals like koalas, along with
ground dwelling reptiles, mammals and birds, are
also left exposed to predation when trying to move
between trees in these degraded areas.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/vegetationtypes
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Several types of rainforest occur in Springbrook National Park, including subtropical rainforest.

Rainforests
The Gold Coast’s rainforests contain great biological wealth and,
in the case of Springbrook and Lamington National Parks, their
value is recognised with World Heritage status. Rainforests have a
dense canopy of interlocking branches and foliage, which allows
only a small amount of sunlight to reach the forest floor and
protects the interior from wind.
There are many types of rainforest and the soil, amount of rainfall
and elevation will determine which types of rainforest establish in
certain locations. Generally, rainforest communities on the Gold
Coast are found in areas with moist, rich soils, located on coastal
ranges in sheltered gullies and along waterways. The common
types of rainforest found on the Gold Coast include:
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•

luxuriant subtropical rainforest, found in protected areas such
as gullies and south-facing slopes, where rainfall is high and
temperatures are warm

•

riparian (also called gallery or gully) rainforest, along our
waterways

•

isolated patches of dry rainforest, which appears less luxuriant
than subtropical rainforest and occurs in parts of the city with
lower rainfall.

Less common types of rainforest on the Gold Coast include warm
temperate rainforest and cool temperate rainforest, both found on
the Springbrook and Lamington Plateaus, and littoral rainforest,
close to the sea e.g. Burleigh Head National Park.

Blackbutt (Eucalyptus pilularis) eucalypt forest occurs on lowland coastal Neranleigh-Fernvale beds and is listed as ‘Endangered’ under State legislation.

Eucalypt forests and woodlands
The quintessential Australian bush, with its gum trees and
wattles, koalas and kookaburras, occupies the Gold Coast’s
lowlands and foothills as well as a considerable area of the
higher country, on a range of soil types.
On the Gold Coast we have dry eucalypt forest, wet eucalypt
forest and eucalypt woodland. While all dominated by
eucalypts, these three forest types vary in their canopy density,
and therefore the amount of light they let onto the forest
floor, and where they grow. The canopy of dry eucalypt forest
touches slightly but allows plenty of light in to accommodate
a variety of shrubs (including wattles, she-oaks and hakeas),
grasses, herbs and ferns in the understorey. Wet eucalypt forest
occurs as an intermediate forest type between rainforest and
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dry eucalypt forest, where moisture levels are higher (e.g. along
gully edges or adjoining rainforest). Due to the higher levels of
moisture, wet eucalypt forest may contain rainforest shrubs and
ferns. Eucalypt woodland has a more open canopy of eucalypts
that are lower in height than those in a eucalypt forest. It allows
more light into the understorey, so has a predominantly grassy
understorey, and often grows on undulating hills with poor soils.
While young understorey trees may not seem impressive now,
they will be important habitat trees with hollows in the future, so
should be retained. Understorey vegetation and leaf litter also
slows run-off, reducing erosion and protecting water quality
in nearby waterways, excludes weeds and provides important
habitat for a wide range of native animals and fungi.
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With a vigorous root and tuber system, cat’s claw creeper (Macfadyena unguis-cati) smothers native vegetation and collapses ecosystems.

Weeds
As well as providing good habitat for native plants, our city’s
climate and range of vegetation types provides habitat for
a large diversity of introduced plants (weeds). In fact, after
vegetation clearing, weeds are the greatest threat to our city’s
biodiversity. Some weeds are so destructive they have been called
‘transformer weeds’ because they transform an area’s landscape.
While a great deal of our forests have been cleared or are
degraded with weeds, you can restore them and rehabilitate
waterways by controlling weeds, allowing native bushland to
naturally regenerate from seed in the soil, and planting in instances
where natural regeneration is not possible. As a landholder you
are expected to stay informed about weeds on your property and
manage them appropriately.

Weeds:
•

choke waterways and destroy habitat

•

reduce the availability of food and other resources for native
animals by out-competing native plants for nutrients and light

•

thrive in disturbed areas that are opened up to light where
clearing or thinning of native vegetation has occurred

•

smother native vegetation, which collapses leading to bank
destabilisation.

W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/weeds
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/pests

Did you know
Vegetation and soil protection
The City protects trees and vegetation on private land to preserve the city’s character, amenity, ecological and historical values,
and biodiversity, so you may need to lodge an application for the removal of vegetation on your property. Changes to ground
level may also require City or State approval so check with relevant authorities before excavating or depositing material,
including soil.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/vegetation
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Eradicating weeds
and restoring
native vegetation

Top
tips

Know your weeds from your natives. Refer
to the Environmental weeds of the Gold
Coast brochure for pictures, descriptions
and management tips on common weeds.

2012

Carefully assess your site and seek advice
before starting work. Break your property
up into work zones and develop a plan to
determine the most appropriate approach
and weed control techniques, to ensure
your efforts are successful. For advice, refer
to the South East Queensland Ecological
Restoration Framework Guideline.
Start small. Weed eradication and reestablishing native plants takes time and
persistence. Monitoring and controlling
weed shoots that emerge from seed in the
soil bank will be easier to manage if you
focus on one small area at a time.
Maintain the work you have done to ensure
weeds do not re-establish and undo your
hard work.
Plant only local native plants, suitable to the
specific area you are revegetating. This will
ensure the plants are suitable to the soil type
and provide the right habitat for the native
wildlife in your area.

2016
The landholder of this property systematically controlled weeds along the creek to encourage
natural native regeneration. The area is now well established with prioneer species.

The importance of pioneer plants
The native plants that first colonise a disturbed site are called pioneer plants.
In eucalypt forests they include wattles, she oaks, some eucalypts and Brush
Box and in rainforests they are predominantly Macarangas, Bleeding Hearts
and Celerywood. Pioneers regenerate vigorously from seed or by suckering
from stumps or roots.
Fast growing pioneers are critical to the restoration of a system. Encouraging
these plants will:
•

establish structure quickly, shading out weeds and providing improved
conditions for a gradual reintroduction of a greater diversity of plants

•

help stabilise steep hillsides and creek banks, reducing soil erosion and
mitigating flood impacts

•

provide food and protection for native birds and mammals, which in turn
bring in seed from a more diverse range of plants

•

improve soil nutrient levels, allowing less hardy species to establish over
time. This process is facilitated by the beneficial fungi often found on
pioneer plants’ roots. The fungi takes nitrogen from the atmosphere and
converts it into nitrate in the soil.
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If planting on creek banks, use species
able to withstand inundation by floodwaters
and, if your property is prone to frost, use
frost hardy plants.
Take photos from the same point on the
same setting over time, as a reference for
the progress you have made.
The City’s Conservation Partnership team
can provide advice on weed eradication,
habitat restoration and plant species
suitable to your property.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/
conservationpartnerships
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/seqframework
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Creeks and waterways
Living in a water catchment
Clean and plentiful water is vital to human life, natural
ecosystems and wildlife. Nowhere on the Gold Coast
is far from a river or creek and most acreage properties
will have at least a gully or two containing a few
moisture-loving plants.
Rain falling on your property flows through gullies,
creeks and tributary streams to a major creek or river,
and then into the ocean. With it, this run-off water
carries leaves, soil, weeds and weed seeds, nutrients
from fertilizer, septic systems and animal manure,
various chemicals and all kinds of rubbish. Water
flowing from well-vegetated catchments is usually very
clean so it’s important to retain as much vegetation
as possible, especially on steeper land more prone to
erosion, to ensure good water quality in our rivers and
ocean. Well-vegetated properties will also absorb and
retain much more moisture than cleared land and can
reduce flooding downstream.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/catchments

Gold Coast Landholders Guide
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Managing creeks and waterways
Waterways, such as rivers, creeks and ephemeral gullies, require
careful management to maintain bank stability and water quality,
mitigate flood impacts and provide habitat for terrestrial and
aquatic wildlife. Any construction affecting your waterway may
require City or State approval, so contact the City’s Development
Assessment team for advice on how to proceed prior to
undertaking a major project. Our Catchment Management Unit
or Conservation Partnerships team can also provide advice
on restoring your waterway. When managing your waterways,
consider the following points.
Waterways are naturally dynamic systems that periodically shift
due to a change in water flow, obstructions in the waterway or
lack of bank stability.
The wider the buffer of vegetation along your riparian area, the
more stable the bank is likely to be. Wide vegetation buffers
also provide better quality habitat and more meaningful wildlife
corridors. Aim for a buffer of approximately 30 metres along the
riparian corridor to accommodate changes in the waterway’s path.
Steeply eroded banks, undercut banks with tree roots exposed, or
trees leaning in towards the centre of the waterway can indicate
an unstable channel, which needs to be carefully managed and
rehabilitated.
While trees and large branches that have fallen into the creek
bed were once considered obstructions to stream flow that could
aggravate flooding and scouring, we now know that snags play a
role in bank stabilisation and provide vital habitat for fish and other
aquatic animals.
Cattle, horses and other hooved animals drinking from our
waterways trample vegetation, erode and destabilise creek banks,
cause sedimentation and contribute to excess nutrient input into
the waterways. Reduce your long-term management requirements
for bank stabilisation and weed control by providing stock with an
off-creek watering point and keep them away from your waterway
with wildlife-friendly fencing.
In-stream structures such as waterway crossings can be a barrier
to fish passage so seek advice from State and City authorities
before any work is undertaken.

A riparian zone restored by a community group with the City’s assistance.

The riparian zone
The riparian zone refers to land adjacent to waterways,
the margins of lakes or dams, and river floodplains. The
soil found in the riparian zone is relatively fertile alluvial soil
made up of stones, gravel, sand, silt or organic matter,
deposited by running water. Due to the high moisture level
and fertile nature of the soil, the vegetation associated with
these areas (riparian vegetation) is often more diverse and
dense than adjoining areas. Without riparian vegetation,
alluvial soil is relatively unstable. Many of the Gold Coast’s
rivers and creeks flow through private land, so landholders
make an important contribution to maintaining water quality,
conserving biodiversity and retaining the scenic qualities of
riparian land.
While a large amount of the Gold Coast’s riparian vegetation
has been cleared for farming and residential purposes, the
remaining vegetation:
•

binds the fragile alluvial soil, preventing bank erosion

•

filters sediment and pollutants from the water

•

provides shade for the waterway, moderating water
temperature, regulating aquatic plant growth and
reducing algal growth

•

provides vital habitat, a source of food and shelter, a
refuge from fire and a network of corridors for a diversity
of plants, animals and fungi.

W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/farmriparianvegetation

W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/waterwaymanagement

ZONE 1

The species suitable for each of
these zones varies with the type of
vegetation on your property e.g.
eucalypt forest or rainforest.
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ZONE 2

ZONE 3

ZONE 1

ZONE 2

ZONE 3

Waterway edge
Sedges, rushes
and grasses
stabilise waterway
edges, slow and
disperse water flow
and provide habitat
for aquatic wildlife.

Flood zone
Shrubs and
small trees, able
to withstand
occasional
flooding, provide
deeper roots for
bank stabilisation,
slow flood waters
and provide
habitat suitable to
different wildlife.

Buffer zone
Larger trees and
shrubs provide
further bank
stabilisation with
deeper roots and
improved habitat
connectivity.

The sedges, shrubs and trees in and around this dam stabilise the banks and provide habitat to
a variety of wildlife.

Dams
If you plan to construct a new dam on your property first seek expert
advice. All dams have a limited lifespan, are subject to filling with sediment
and require ongoing maintenance. Many property owners experience
frustration and disappointment when their new dam leaks significantly due
to the wrong location or soil type. Dams can also contribute to slippage
problems as well as alter the flow of waterways downstream, impacting
the wildlife that uses them. Depending on the size and location of your
proposed dam you may need approval from City or State authorities.

Cleared creek banks are vulnerable to erosion and
scouring from floodwaters.

Floods
Severe flooding is one of the natural
hazards our city regularly faces and can
occur with little or no warning. Knowing
what to do before, during and after an
emergency will help avoid panic, cope
with the unexpected, and minimise risk
to you, your family, pets, livestock and
property. Managing your property’s riparian
vegetation well will help stabilise your
waterway’s banks and therefore, reduce
the impact of floods on your property.
After heavy rain in your area:

Australasian Grebe. Photo: Todd Burrows

Creating a wildlife friendly dam or pond

•

keep informed about weather patterns
and weather forecasts and act quickly
on any advice

•

stay away from rivers, creeks and
drains – do not let children play in or
around floodwater

•

get to higher ground

•

never try to drive, ride or walk through
floodwater.

Top
tips

Trees and shrubs provide habitat and shade around your
dam. These features lower water temperature and reduce the
risk of blue green algae outbreaks, which thrive in warm water.
Groundcover plants around your dam will filter sediment and nutrients from
runoff, provide habitat for frogs, lizards and insects and discourage cane
toads, which prefer well-mown grass. Do not introduce frogs, fish or other
animals to your dam as they can spread disease as well as disrupt the local
ecology and gene pool. It may also be illegal.

W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/flood
W qld.gov.au/emergency/
dealing-disasters/flood

To create a wildlife friendly dam:
•

retain any existing native plants around your dam including dead trees,
which make excellent roosting sites

•

plant a variety of native trees, shrubs, grasses and sedges around the
margins, except for the dam wall where you should plant only shallowrooted groundcover species that will not cause cracks and leaks

•

plant native sedges in your dam’s inflow area to trap nutrients
and other pollutants

•

add logs with hollows, rocks, branches, twigs and leaf litter to increase
the amount and variety of habitats available

•

try to create a variety of water depths and have part of the bank gently
sloping into the water, making it easier to establish reeds and sedges
and providing a greater area of habitat than a steep-sided bank

•

fence off dams and install off-stream watering points for livestock.
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Septic systems
Failing septic systems can spread
infectious diseases, attract
mosquitos, flies and rodents, and
pollute waterways and ground
water. Maintain your system.
While it is a legal requirement for
landholders to maintain systems, it
can also save you money in repair or
early replacement costs.
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Eastern Yellow Robin. Photo: Todd Burrows

16

Animals
Vegetation type, age, diversity and quality determine
what animals are found in an area because these factors
determine the type of food and shelter available. In turn,
the type of animals that exist in a forest will determine
the forest’s ability to disperse seed, regenerate from
disturbance and support other animals.
Different animals have different dietary requirements, so
it’s important that a property’s vegetation is restored to
its natural state to provide the diversity of food sources
our native animals require. While some animals feed
on the fruit, nectar or sap of native plants, others will
feed on fungi in the forest floor. Carnivorous animals
rely on the animals these plants attract as their source
of food, including mammals, amphibians and insects.
Therefore, planting or retaining only a limited number of
plant species will not only reduce the type of animals
your habitat attracts, but the period food is available for
e.g. plants may only flower in spring making the area
uninhabitable for the remainder of the year.
The shelter a forest provides is equally important to the
animals it attracts and can range from perches and
hollows high in the canopy, to grasses and ferns in the
understorey and hollows on the ground. These different
forest layers cater to a wide array of animals including a
diversity of birds, reptiles, mammals and insects, all of
which are critical to a functioning ecosystem.
The best way to attract local fauna to your property is
to protect or restore your natural bushland back to its
original state. This will provide the food and shelter the
animals need, year round.

Gold Coast Landholders Guide
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Groundcover including grasses and sedges, leaf litter and fallen logs, provides important habitat to myriad wildlife including the Red-legged Pademelon. Photo: Todd Burrows

Encouraging and caring for wildlife
The below tips will help protect and encourage wildlife on your property.
•

Retain whatever native bushland you have, it will make a great
framework for you to build on.

•

Restore your bushland by eradicating weeds and re-establishing
plants native to the area that are suitable to your property.

•

Maintain a diversity of forest layers (e.g. canopy trees, shrubs,
groundcovers and fallen logs), in keeping with the type of
vegetation that would grow on your property, to accommodate
as many species’ food and shelter requirements as possible
and to keep your ecosystem functioning.

•

Maintain trees of a diverse age, so that old trees may provide
habitat and young trees can establish to replace old trees as
they die.

•

Maintain a diverse range of plant species, suitable to your
property, so there are different species flowering and fruiting
in different seasons and therefore providing a consistent food
source throughout the year for a variety of animals.

•

If you need fencing, use a wildlife-friendly version. Barbed
wire can injure bats, flying foxes, birds, gliders and other
(mainly) nocturnal animals, especially in wildlife corridors like
creeks and ridgelines. If you already have a barbed wire fence,
consider replacing the top and bottom strands of barbed wire
with plain wire, cover the barbs or make the wire more visible
to prevent wildlife entanglements.

•

Avoid feeding wildlife. Feeding can transfer disease, provide
an inappropriate diet and change an animal’s behaviour.
Behaviour changes include desensitisation to domestic pets
and increases in the numbers or types of aggressive bird
species, which out-compete more timid species.
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•

Provide a small water feature or bird bath away from domestic
pets or put up some nest boxes, rather than offering food, to
attract native animals close to your house.

•

Install a safety rope or plank in your pool, as a means of exit
for animals that may fall in and otherwise drown.

W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/nativegardening
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/encouragingwildlife

Accommodation crisis
in the bush

Australian Owlet-nightjar
Photo: Todd Burrows

As trees age they develop hollows
of varying shapes and sizes,
suited to different animals for
shelter and nesting. Some larger
animals, like Powerful Owls, need
large hollows which are usually
only found in very old trees. There
can be fierce competition for
large hollows when old trees are
scarce. To help provide habitat for
native wildlife, protect old habitat
trees, retain dead trees with
hollows, crevices and perching
spots, and allow saplings to
establish so they can become the
habitat trees of the future.

Grazing animals and domestic pets
Horses, cattle, goats and other grazing animals can cause considerable
environmental damage, especially in steep country and around waterways.
Loss of groundcover vegetation, soil compaction, erosion, pollution of
waterways and weed spread will occur if stock isn’t carefully managed,
impacting your property’s long term sustainability.
Dogs and cats that roam bushland will kill or stress native animals and are in
danger themselves from wild dog attack, ticks or snakebites. Cats and dogs
are required to be kept within your property at all times unless they are under
effective control.

Domestic dogs can kill and harm native wildlife and
should be confined to an area around the house.

Koalas and dogs
An average 75 koalas die each year in
Southeast Queensland as a result of dog
attacks, making it the third most common
cause of death after disease and vehicle
strikes. Notably:

Grazing animals trample and eat vegetation and compact soil, causing bank stabilisation
and erosion issues. Their manure is also a source of nutrient, which can impact the health
of waterways and cause algal blooms.

Managing grazing animals and domestic pets
To reduce the impact of grazing animals and domestic pets:
•

Rotate stock, so paddocks are not overgrazed and prone to erosion
and soil compaction.

•

Provide stock with an off-creek watering point and keep them away
from your waterway with wildlife-friendly fencing. This will reduce
your long-term management requirements for bank stabilisation and
weed control.

•

Provide a vegetation buffer between paddocks and waterways to
reduce the amount of nutrient from sources such as manure and
fertilisers, entering the waterways. Nutrients cause algal blooms and
effect water quality.

•

Carefully prepare your property prior to introducing grazing animals.
A good reference book is Managing Horses on Small Properties.

•

Keep your pets close to your house with a fenced area for dogs and
an enclosed outdoor run for cats to keep them and wildlife safe.

Pest animals
Foxes, feral cats and wild dogs prey on, and compete with,
native fauna and destroy native habitat. As a landholder, you are
responsible for taking all reasonable steps to remove pest animals
from your property. Discourage pest animals by removing food
sources, such as pet food or food scraps left outside and cover
compost bins.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/pests

Gold Coast Landholders Guide

•

most attacks on koalas occur in the
dog’s own backyard

•

attacks on koalas are more likely to
occur during koala breeding season
between July and February (peaking in
September). During this period males
are more mobile searching for mates
and young are leaving their mothers to
move to adjoining territories.

To reduced your dog’s impact on koalas:
•

keep dogs inside or contained at night
when koalas are most active

•

keep your dog on a leash when outside
the fenced area of your home

•

install wildlife-friendly fencing.

W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/koalafactsheets

Sick or injured wildlife
Native fauna is protected under the
Nature Conservation Act 1992 and
any activity causing harm to native
fauna should be reported to the
Queensland Parks and Wildlife.
Report sick, injured or orphaned native
animals to Wildcare Gold Coast or
Currumbin Wildlife Hospital.
P 07 5527 2444
W wildcare.org.au
P 07 5534 0813
W cwhf.org.au
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Fire
There will always be some risk living in fire-prone
bushland so landholders must take sensible
precautions. If you are building a new home, carefully
consider the house’s location and design to minimise
the risk of property damage. Remove flammable
materials from around your home, keep your gutters
clear of leaves and replace highly flammable weeds
like Molasses grass with native groundcovers. One
of the best ways to reduce fire hazard and conserve
biodiversity is to retain native vegetation that conserves
moisture in the soil. Most importantly, prepare a fire
management plan to protect you, your home and your
bushland.
It is illegal to conduct a hazard reduction burn without a
permit. Your local fire warden will determine if conditions
are suitable before issuing a permit.
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Top
tip

Caring for
wildlife

If wildfire has come
through your property, place
different sized containers of fresh
water around the area so surviving
wildlife can get a drink or cool off.
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Fuel reduction burns aim to mitigate the risk of a much hotter wildfire, whilst retaining good habitat values, such as old habitat trees, young regenerating saplings and fallen logs.
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Take note of your local fire rating signage.

If no Total Fire Ban has been declared, a permit is not required to
light a fire if you are burning material stacked in a pile no greater
than 2 m x 2 m.

Contact the Rural Fire Service to help plan and implement hazard reduction burning
around your home.

Before you burn

Minimising the impact of fire on wildlife

•

Has the Rural Fire Service issued any fire bans?

To manage the impact of fire on wildlife:

•

Is it the right weather for burning or is it too hot, dry or windy?

•

•

Will your fire cause a smoke problem for your neighbours?

restrict hazard reduction burning to ecosystems tolerant of fire
and avoid burning near waterways and rainforest

•

If you do burn, protect habitat trees and fallen logs, exclude
rainforests and gullies, and keep the burn cool and low.

•

protect habitat trees and fallen logs by raking combustible
bark and leaves away from their base

•

retain unburnt patches to act as refuges for fauna and plants
and to assist re-colonisation of burnt areas

•

assess if there are particular species of plants or animals on
your property that need a very specific fire regime and plan
accordingly

•

remove weedy understorey species like Guinea and Molasses
grass, which present a fire hazard in dry conditions, to help
prevent wildfire spreading and reduce the intensity of the burn.

City’s Disaster Hotline
P 1800 606 000
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/bushfire
Contact Rural Fire Service for more information
on current fires, fire bans and permits
P 07 5587 4101
W ruralfire.qld.gov.au
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W fireandbiodiversity.org.au
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Patrick Brabant, Beaches to Bushland tree planting day

Koala Friends Program

Support for landholders
The City provides landholders with support and advice for managing their property’s natural habitat, as well as the opportunity to
participate in nature based activities in other locations. Contact the City for more information on any of the following programs.

Conservation partnerships

Beaches to bushland

The City recognises the role private landholders play in managing
the city’s landscape to protect its natural values, improve its water
quality and make it more resilient to natural hazards such as land
slippages, creek erosion and wildfires. The City offers four free
schemes to help eligible landholders restore bushland and integrate
wildlife management into their property’s management goals.

If you don’t have a large property or would like to work
alongside others, you can volunteer in a Bushcare or Landcare
group to help protect, restore and enhance our natural areas
through bush restoration activities including tree planting, weed
control, native plant propagation and seed collection. Contact the
City for more information.

Bushland Health Checks: a one-off site visit that identifies your
property’s flora and fauna, and provides practical advice on weed
control and habitat restoration.

W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/bushcare

Land for Wildlife: provides ongoing support, including
comprehensive property surveys, workshops, a tailored
property management plan and incentives such as tools,
herbicide and plants.

NaturallyGC workshops and activities are designed for people
interested in connecting with and exploring our city’s wonderful
natural environment through nature-based activities, workshops
and nature-based recreation. Contact the City for more
information on the program.

Voluntary Conservation Agreements: financial and practical
assistance to protect and manage your native bushland through
legally binding agreements.
Nature Conservation Assistance Program: grant funding for
private landholders to carry out on-ground ecological restoration
projects that protect and enhance the city’s natural assets.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/conservationpartnerships

Koala Friends program
The City, in partnership with Currumbin Wildlife Sanctuary and
Wildcare Australia, delivers a free program to inform and empower
residents to take action, whether big or small, to ensure the longterm survival of their area’s koala population. Members receive an
information pack about koalas and their conservation, up-to-date
information on what is happening in the local koala population
and invitations to local koala community events. Landholders are
strongly encouraged to complete an online sighting form on the
City’s website if they see a koala on their property or elsewhere.
W gchaveyoursay.com.au/koalas
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NaturallyGC program

W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/naturallygc

Catchment management
If you would like advice regarding a waterway on your property,
contact the City’s Catchment Management Unit. You may also
be eligible for ongoing support through the City’s Conservation
Partnerships Program.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/catchments

Ute and Jens Sohnrey are long-time Land for Wildlife members,
committed to restoring and protecting their property for native wildlife.
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References and further reading
Books and brochures

Websites

Physical environment

Website addresses and content often change. However, it’s
usually possible to track down useful websites by searching with
relevant key words.

Rocks and Landscapes of the Gold Coast Hinterland.Third edition.
Willmott, W. 2004. Geological Society of Australia, Qld Division.
Rocks and Landscapes of the National Parks of Southern
Queensland. Willmott, W. 2004. Geological Society of Australia,
Qld Division.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultural heritage
Information on the cultural heritage of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people in Australia.
W datsip.qld.gov.au/people-communities

Rocks and Landscape Notes describing the geological origins
of some of Queensland’s more scenic areas, including Green
Mountains (Lamington National Park).
Flora & fauna
Mangroves to Mountains: A Field Guide to the Native Plants of
South-east Queensland. Leiper, G., Glazebrook, J., Cox, D. &
Rathie, K. Revised edition 2017. Logan River Branch of SGAP
(Qld Region) Inc.
Threatened rainforest plants of the Gold Coast, City of Gold
Coast. 2017. Contact the City for your free copy.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/threatenedrainforestplants
Wildlife of Greater Brisbane. Ryan, M (ed). 2007 (2nd edition).
Queensland Museum, Brisbane.

City of Gold Coast
Information on City programs, e.g. Land for Wildlife, strategies e.g.
Our Natural City Strategy and the city’s history, that can help you
manage your property and get involved.
P 1300 GOLDCOAST (1300 465 326)
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au
Fire and biodiversity consortium
Information on fire management and ecology.
W fireandbiodiversity.org.au
Geological Society of Australia (Qld Division)
Information and publications on the geology of Australia, broken
into state divisions.
W gsa.org.au

Weeds
Environmental Weeds of the Gold Coast. City of Gold Coast.
2017. Contact the City for your free copy.
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au/weeds

Land for Wildlife South East Queensland
Publications (e.g. newsletters and fact sheets) from Land for
Wildlife Southeast Queensland on land management.
W lfwseq.org.au

Habitat restoration
South East Queensland Ecological Restoration Framework,
Chenoweth EPLA and Bushland Restoration Services. 2012.
Prepared on behalf of SEQ Catchments and South East
Queensland Local Governments, Brisbane.

Department of Environment and Heritage, Queensland
State Government
Information on Queensland’s heritage, wildlife and ecosystems,
and licenses and permits etc.
W ehp.qld.gov.au

Subtropical Rainforest Restoration: A practical manual and
data source for landcare groups, land managers and rainforest
regenerators. Big Scrub Rainforest Landcare Group. 2nd ed. 2005.
General
Managing Horses on Small Properties. Myers, J. 2005. CSIRO
Publishing, Melbourne.
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Yugambeh Museum, Language & Heritage Research Centre
Information on the traditional knowledge of our region, especially
on the Yugambeh language, which was spoken throughout South
East Queensland.
W yugambeh.com

Mistletoebird
Photo: Todd Burrows

For more information

PE1707-0135

P 1300 GOLDCOAST (1300 465 326)
W cityofgoldcoast.com.au

