Pets and children can form a wonderful bond

How to respond to a dog bite

Apart from companionship and affection, pets help teach
children about responsibility and empathy. As a parent, it
is up to you to understand and teach your children about
dog body language, emotion, how a dog might respond in
various situations and how to empathise with them.

•

Stay safe. Secure the dog and move the victim into a safe
area without placing yourself in danger.

•

Control any bleeding.

•

Clean the wound.

Each year in Queensland, about 1200 children receive dog
bite injuries requiring hospital treatment (Kidsafe Qld Inc).
Most children are bitten at home by their family dog, with
young children considered most vulnerable and at greatest
risk of hospitalisation from dog attacks. Injuries often occur
because children do not know how to behave around dogs
and dogs do not know how to behave around children.

•

Cover the wound.

•

Consult your doctor.

•

Report the incident to the City of Gold Coast.

Pat and
play safely
A guide to teach your children safe
behaviour around pets.
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For more information

Ways to safely interact
with dogs
Teach your children how to safely and respectfully interact
with dogs
• Be calm, respectful and gentle around dogs.
• Never approach a dog that is:
• sleeping, eating or chewing a bone

Pat and play safely rules
and guidelines
Supervise or separate
Don’t assume your dog is good with kids. Even if your dog is
great with kids and has never bitten, why take the chance?
All interaction between young children and dogs should be
actively supervised. This means that you need to be in a
position where you can engage and intervene at all times.
If you can’t actively supervise make sure that there are dogfree and child-free zones both inside and outside the house.
Make sure these areas are secure to avoid any unplanned
interaction between a dog and a child. It is also important
that your extended family and visitors are vigilant in following
the ‘supervise or separate’ rule.
What are the warning signs?
Dogs cannot speak to us but their body language can tell us
a great deal. Dogs will show you if they are uncomfortable in
a situation with a child (or with you).

• playing with its toys
• injured or sick
• in its kennel
• on its bed
• in a car or on the back of a ute

• If approached by an unknown dog:

• tied up

• Stand very still and do not run, as the dog may chase.

• fighting or play fighting

• Be very quiet.

• behind a fence or gate
• with its puppies

• Curl your fingers and keep your
arms down by your sides.

• not with its owner and does not know you.

• Look away from the dog and not into its eyes.
• Wait for the dog to go away.
• Tell an adult what happened.
• If you get knocked over, curl up into a ball and
stay very still and quiet. Once the dog has
gone away, get up and walk away slowly.
•

Always ask the owner, “May I please pat and play?”.

Always ask the owner if it’s is okay to pat the dog
If the owner says “Yes”:

A dog may indicate that it wants to be left alone by:

• Hold the back of your hand out with
your fingers curled under.

• showing you its teeth and growling

• Allow the dog to sniff your hand.

• backing or moving away

• If the dog backs away or is not interested,
do not say hello or try to pat the dog.

• wagging its tail slowly and stiffly from side
to side or raising its tail over its back
• opening its eyes wide and staring,
yawning or licking its lips
• the hair on its neck and back standing up.

• If the dog sniffs your hand and does not back away or
change its behaviour, pat it gently under the chin or chest.
• Do not ever pat the dog on the head or nose.

