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1.0

City Image & Identity
The City of Gold Coast has aspirations to be a worldclass city as stated in its corporate vision. In order
to compete on the world stage, cities once needed
to be the largest and at the centre of the world’s
great empires. Today, size is not so important. While
business activity and political engagement remain
important, other factors such as city image, human
capital, information exchange, innovation and cultural
experience are key strengths to attract world-class talent
and retain them through a lifestyle offer. In the context of
this study, it is the city image that is the most relevant.
This section of the document explores the importance
a compelling city image has on positioning itself on the
world stage and identifies those physical components
which make the greatest contribution to city image.
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1.1

Towards a physical vision for the city

The intentional city shape for the city will need to be informed and guided by the overall
vision for the city. Section 3.2.1 of the City Plan Strategic Framework describes the
strategic vision for the city as:

VISION:
“The Gold Coast is a world-class city.
With the population expected to increase by
320,000 over the next 20 years, the City of Gold
Coast builds upon its enviable lifestyle, exceptional
economic opportunities, stunning environment
and modern infrastructure to leverage this growth
to become a prosperous, connected and liveable
world-class city.”
KEY DIRECTIONS
»» The vision for the city identifies four key aspects of
the city identity that are world-class being:
-- stunning natural features;
-- enviable lifestyle
-- economic opportunity (centres of activity and
business); and
-- modern infrastructure.
»» However, in today’s digital world, competition to
be recognised as a world-class cities is fierce and
fleeting. Often the complexity of cities are reduced to
a couple of highly recognisable images or singular
identity.
»» So how does the Gold Coast compare to other
world-class cities?
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1.2

Global Postcards

Cities the world-over are becoming
more and more recognisable by
their unique attributes. This has
been in part driven by the rise of the
Internet and the ease of accessibility
of information that has increasingly
diminished the complexity of cities
into bite sized pieces that, as often a
single image, summarise a city. This
idea - ‘global postcards’ - is neither
positive nor negative, but sets the
scene for a global marketplace in
which cities are in competition with
one another for capital and talent. In
order to ‘win’ cities are required to
succinctly define themselves and the
value proposition that makes them
an attractive place for people to visit,
live or invest in.
The following investigation of world
cities and their globally recognised
‘postcards’ identifies the key physical
elements that truly make cities
recognisable. Five key categories
were identified that define the most
common qualities of world-class
cities and then looked to understand
the key qualities world-class cities
exhibit in relation to these categories.

ICONIC SKYLINES
CIVIC STRUCTURES
NATURAL ASSETS
GRAND PUBLIC SPACES
LOCAL ICONS &
CULTURAL EXPERIENCES
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SHANGHAI, CHINA
»» City skyline - the combined highrise skyline set on the waterfront
with the distinctive forms of a
couple of key buildings being the
Oriental Pearl Radio and TV Tower
and the Shanghai World Financial
Centre.
»» The Bund - the setting of
historical buildings, public
walkway and wharves along the
western bank of the Huangpu
River.

TOKYO, JAPAN
»» Shibuya scramble crossing
- including the wall-to-wall
electronic advertising screens, is
the busiest all directions crossing
in the world and has been
featured in movies including Lost
in Translation
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DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES
»» Skyline - rapid expansion of a
high-rise city centre in the middle
of the desert.

NEW YORK CITY, USA
»» Statue of Liberty - its physical and
political enormity set against the
Manhattan skyline on the Hudson
River reaffirms NYC as a place
accepting of all.
»» Central Park - a place of rest
and refuge at the centre of the
bustling city
»» Times Square - the lights,
glamour, noise and activity
of Times Square illustrates
Broadway, NYC and the big city
life.

»» Reclaimed land developments
- dredging on the water (Palm
Island and The World)- instantly
recognisable via aerial view.

LONDON, UK
»» Punctuated skyline - London’s
consistent building height datum
punctuates by key landmarks
such as Big Ben, the London
Eye and St Paul’s Cathedral is
gradually being modernised with
new tower forms at key public
transport nodes
»» Local icons - London is also
highly recognisable by a series
of cultural icons including the
red double decker bus, black
hackney cab, red telephone box,
and London Underground icon

BUILDING HEIGHT STUDY 58

SAN FRANCISCO, USA

SINGAPORE
»» The City in a Garden - the lush
green covered architecture of
Singapore, as depicted by the
iconic WOHA buildings, has
transformed the image and
experience of the city.
»» Gardens by the Bay - the
iconic supertree structures and
architectural forms of the Gardens
by the Bay is one of Singapores
most iconic images and a major
attraction within the city.
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»» Golden Gate Bridge - instantly
recognisable globally as a symbol
of San Francisco, its scale and
red colour in comparison to the
rich blue and size of the Bay
assists in reinforcing expansive
contrast.
»» Painted Ladies - late 1800s
Victorian rowhouses painted in
pastel colours which commonly
appear in films, TV shows and
advertisements. Sit within a wider
architecturally significant suburb,
the Alamo Square Historic district
with a focus on small-scale,
varied designs to enhance the
streetscape.
»» Alcatraz Island - an abandoned
prison located atop a prominent
“rock” in the San Francisco Bay.

SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA
»» Sydney Opera House, Harbour
and Harbour Bridge - Iconic
image of Sydney and Australia’s
entry into the modern world of
art, architecture and culture,
their position on the expansive
Harbour and reflection under the
harsh Australian sun epitomises
the quintessential imagery.
»» Bondi Beach - represents the
classic Australian beach lifestyle
encompassing the sun, surf and
sand. Particularly due to Bondi’s
location on the doorstep of
Sydney’s CBD.
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HONG KONG
PARIS, FRANCE
»» Eiffel Tower - towering well-above
the city scape, it is an icon for
innovation and construction,
inspiring many replicas and
attracting tourists to Paris.
»» Louvre Museum - a symbol of
the French revolution, art, culture
and democracy, its contemporary
glass pyramid exemplifies
modern knowledge and life
»» Love lock bridge - although now
prohibited, many in-love couples
travelled to Paris to “lock” their
love. Paris’ synonymous label
as a ‘city of love’ transcends
many of its landmarks, further
generating personal importance
through memory to an individual’s
experience of the city.

»» Compact city setting constrained to the limits of an
island, Hong Kong features a
dramatic, high density, compact
city set amongst substantial
mountains which almost literally
hug the city. The experience of
the city is very much tied to this
urban form as evident through
experiences at Happy Valley
Race Track where the racing
atmosphere is heightened against
the very real city backdrop and
the now closed Kai Tak Airport
perhaps embodied this best of all,
with its melodramatic, extreme,
high risk landings amongst the
city scape.

RIO DE JANERIO, BRAZIL
»» Christ the Redeemer statue - its
UNESCO world heritage listing
reaffirms the iconic symbolism
associated with the image of
Christ overlooking Rio.
»» Rio Carnival - 2 million people
celebrating the arrival of Lent where one traditionally abstains
from meat - on the street’s of Rio
the annual festival through the
Sambadrome parade and balls at
Copacabana Palace and Beach.
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1.3

Special Places of
the Gold Coast

The following qualities have been
identified as the special places and
characteristics of the Gold Coast that
are world-class.

ICONIC SKYLINES
KEY FINDINGS:

KEY FINDINGS:

Individual tall buildings are not
as important as the collective
impression of the skyline as a
whole. The introduction of any
new structures into the skyline of
a city needs to ask the question
“Is this going to substantially
change the skyline?”

Many of the world’s most
recognisable built landmarks that
stand the test of time are not the
tall buildings, but rather public
buildings or engineering structure
such as bridges. What all of these
features have in common is their
authenticity where the design is
both specifically fit for purpose
and carefully considered in
response to its context.

City Skyline: The Gold Coast’s
iconic ‘tall buildings spine’ is
valued for its distinctive silhouette
and long thin form providing
a spectacular backdrop to the
beach. Stretching from Southport
to Broadbeach in the city’s
northern coastal strip, this is
experienced most spectacularly
as a whole of skyline image from
both the hinterland mountains
and the coastal headlands with
the white sand beaches in front.
It is important that the qualities
and distinctiveness of this city
skyline is not diluted or loses its
appeal through competition or over
expansion.
Coolangatta Skyline: Providing
the first vista of the Gold Coast,
the view of the Coolangatta skyline
from Sexton Hill on the M1 at
Tweed Heads creates the first
memorable arrival experience from
across the border.

KEY DIRECTIONS
»» For young cities it can be even more challenging to
stand out in the crowd. The relatively short urban
history of development often means these cities rely
on natural features to define their unique identity.
»» The Gold Coast needs to clearly articulate its unique
identity (what type of world-class city it wants to be)
by identifying the special places of its city.
»» The building height strategy needs to respond to
the special places of the city in a way which protect,
enhances and leverages their unique qualities.
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CIVIC STRUCTURES

There are no globally recognised
civic structures on the Gold Coast.
The city does however have an
opportunity to foster these types of
structures including:
Gold Coast Cultural Precinct: The
city has already begun the project
with the running of an international
competition for new visual and
performing arts facilities. As a
unique civic facility on a distinctive
and prominent site within the city
there is an opportunity for an iconic
structure and design response that
does not fall within the bounds of
the standard planning framework.
City of Bridges: As a city
permeated by waterways, the
experience of these crossings
has the potential to be a defining
quality of moving through the city.
There is an opportunity for the
city to celebrate these crossings
through distinctive bridges that
relate to the local conditions and
natural features.
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NATURAL ASSETS

GRAND PUBLIC
SPACES

LOCAL ICONS &
CULTURAL EXPERIENCES

KEY FINDINGS:

KEY FINDINGS:

KEY FINDINGS:

Natural features are unique to
a city and cannot be replicated.
Young cities around the world
need to embrace their natural
assets as their most distinctive
and iconic features.

Grand public spaces stand the
test of time and are those places
most experiences by both locals
and tourists.

The local icons and cultural
experiences are the reasons
tourists come and locals stay.

The Gold Coast is defined by its
green, gold and blue, being the
hinterland, the beach and the
ocean. The most spectacular of
locations are where these come
together and are experienced as
part of the everyday life of the city.
The Spit: The spit is a relatively
recent coastal landform that has
stabilised with the construction of
the Gold Coast Seaway and come
to form a 5 km long permanent
sand isthmus. It is one of the last
beaches at the northern end of the
Gold Coast not dominated by highrise forms influencing its a wild,
expansive character.
The Broadwater: The city unique
sits not only on a beach, but on
the doorstep of the Broadwater,
arguably the best boating and
recreational area in the country
with over 270 km of navigable
waterways and an average annual
water temperature of 22 degrees.
The Hinterland: The mountain
ranges that form the western
backdrop to the city are part of
the Great Dividing Range, the
fourth longest range in the world.
They include 100,000 ha of world
heritage listed rainforests and are
home to more than 1300 animal
and 1700 plant species making the
Gold Coast the most biologically
diverse city in Australia
The Beach: The city is also bound
by over 70 km of some of the
world’s best beaches creating a
spectacular setting for the eastern
edge of the city.

The Gold Coast has already put in
place the framework to deliver two
key public space assets for the city
that have the potential to put the
gold Coast on the world-stage.
Surfers Paradise Esplanade: The
foreshore at Surfers has always
been an important focus for public
life in the city and one of the key
public spaces on the beach. The
new design creates an urban
spaces that reconnects the heart of
Surfers Paradise to the beach with
event infrastructure.
Southport Broadwater
Parklands: Recent investment
in the Broadwater Parklands at
Southport has transformed this
linear, waterfront parkland into the
premier outdoor event and public
space in the city’s CBD.
Gold Coast Central Park: The
Merrimac-Carrara flood plain is an
over 3,500 ha green heart identified
in the heart of the urban area of the
city. Driven initially and primarily
by the development constraints
associated the flood plain, the
area is potentially the largest urban
parkland system in the world and is
10 times the size of Central Park.
Gold Coast Cultural Precinct
Artscape: The Gold Coast 16.9
ha Cultural Precinct includes an
outdoor artscape incorporating
a stage and event platform in a
garden amphitheatre, parklands,
lake and world-leading subtropical
garden.

The Gold Coast has long been
renowned for its distinctive
identity and iconic lifestyle.
Maintaining these qualities while
continuing to invest in the culture
of the city.
Surfing Culture: The Gold Coast is
home to Australia’s surfing culture.
A relaxed beach lifestyle and worldfamous surf breaks such as the
‘superbank’ at snapper rocks have
put it on the world stage.
Gold Coast Light Rail: The
transformative power of transit is
undeniable. The recent one year
mark since the opening of the
G:link has seen patronage on
the trams exceed forecasts by
15%. The city has embraced the
G:link and has plans to expand its
network over the next 15 years.
Theme Parks: The Gold Coast
is home to Australia’s biggest
concentration of theme parks
providing endless opportunities
for a full day out of the best
exhilarating rides, exotic animals
and endless waterslides.
Q1 Skypoint Climb and
Observation Deck: Skypoint climb
is Australia’s highest external
building walk. Both the observation
deck and climb provide 360
degree views of the Gold Coast
region including the beaches, city
skyline and lush green hinterland.
Golf Courses: The Gold Coast is
a golfers paradise with more golf
courses per head of population
than anywhere on the planet.
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Trends in Tall Building Architecture

2.0

Every building, street and public space, big or small,
contributes to the identity and experience of our city.
Buildings are places where we spend much of our day
and form a significant component of our experience
of a city. With such an enviable climate and distinctive
lifestyle, the ability for our experience of the city to
be embodied in our buildings has the potential to
position the city on the world stage. This section of the
document seeks to briefly set out a number of strategic
trends that are emerging in relation to the design, scale
and function of world-class architecture globally.

Overview
Background investigations identified 9 key trends that we believe are of
significance and can be categorised as either:
»» matters of overall city shape,
»» trends relating to building form; or
»» matters of building function.

Q
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Regardless of form, what are
the emerging benchmarks for
world-class architecture?
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2.1

Overall City Shape

The first category of trends relate to the overall identity and shape of a city.
In this context, these trends have been identified as those specifically being
experienced by the City of Gold Coast.

TREND 01: A RESPONSIVE BUILT
FORM (“NOT JUST AN ICONIC
SKYLINE”)

TREND 02: INCREMENTAL
INCREASES IN DEVELOPMENT
(“HEIGHT IS RELATIVE”)

TREND 03: DEMOGRAPHIC
CHANGE (“BUILT-IN AMENITY FOR
FAMILIES”)

The Gold Coast’s iconic skyline is
widely recognised as a key feature
of the city. The attractiveness of this
skyline form is due to its somewhat
thin, linear form where the silhouette
of buildings is easily depicted.
The emergence of this iconic and
distinctive form has been influenced
by the unique natural features within
which it sits being the uninterrupted
linear beach and the inland
waterway which separates it from the
rest of the city.

Tall building forms within the iconic
northern coastal strip of the Gold
Coast are, today, considered widely
acceptable and even more so with
the introduction and success of the
light rail. However this is not universal
across the Gold Coast. The previous
tall buildings study for the city refined
a definition for ‘tall buildings’ on the
Gold Coast in which ‘relativity’ played
a fundamental part. A tall building
would only be recognised as such
if it was ‘significantly higher’ (25%)
than neighbours or ‘recognisably
changes the skyline’. Interestingly,
these elements of ‘relativity’ and
‘thresholds’ have been introduced
into the City Plan. Exceeding
prescribed densities by up to 25% in
development is in a sense ‘allowable’
before the ‘community benefit bonus
policy’ is applicable. Similarly, the City
Plan provides criteria for justifying
development of buildings 25% above
prescribed height limits. Implicitly
this suggests that exceeding defined
heights is somewhat acceptable.

It is no longer just young people
and tourists who occupy tall
building forms. In Australia there
has been dramatic growth I the
number of families that, for reasons
of affordability and proximity to
education and employment, choose
to live in apartments. This has driven
a strong trend to the inclusion of
amenity, including food production,
playgrounds, gymnasiums, running
racks and so forth, within new
development. This trend has truly
positioned some new towers as
‘vertical villages’ or ‘streets’ and is a
trend we see will only grow.

However, the Gold Coast is not
made up of multiple ‘linear islands’.
Headlands, ridge lines and creeks
define a varied natural landscape for
the city. The design of buildings to
respond to these specific qualities
will ensure the iconic skyline
continues to emerge while retaining
those qualities that make it special
and attractive and developing other
precincts within the city that have
unique and place specific qualities.
Implications for the Gold Coast:
When considering the intentional
city shape for development
throughout the City of Gold
Coast, consideration needs to be
given to the existing natural and
urban qualities of place and the
appropriate built form response in
relation to these.

Implications for the Gold Coast:
The City Plan gives some
implicit support to increases in
building height up to 25% above
the Height overlay in urban
areas (with strategic direction
specifically limiting support for
development of height from 25%
to 50% over the Height overlay,
and no support for height above
50% over the Height overlay).

Implications for the Gold Coast:
Ensure that new tall building
forms offer a diversity of housing
type and multiple flexible spaces
that enable a mixed community
to develop.

22%

42%

GOLD COAST
HIGH DENSITY

GREATER BRISBANE

MEDIUM DENSITY

In Gold
Coast City

SEPARATE HOUSE

OTHER

42.6%

OF THE DWELLINGS WERE
MEDIUM OR HIGH DENSITY,
compared to 22% in Greater Brisbane
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2.2

Building Forms

The second category of ‘trends’ we have observed relate to the physical form
and scale of the buildings. Although every city and every market is different,
there are three overarching discussion points of consistency.

TREND 04: THE ICONIC BUILDING
(“LOOK AT ME”)
By far and away the most consistent
argument attached to tall forms in
city’s is the idea of being ‘iconic’.
Without question there is a role for
iconography in our cities however,
by definition, if too many play
for attention in the skyline their
intrinsic value is diminished as they
collectively seek to out-compete one
another. The other matter attached
to this theme relates to the physical
location of the icon. Cities have clear
structures, networks and nodes of
activity. Highlighting these elements
with unique building forms has
merit, however development of less
‘structurally significant’ sites with
icons diminishes and confuses the
clarity of urban structure and visual
quality of the city. Although not an
essential characteristic, it is noted
that the most enduring of the worlds
built icons are public buildings.
Implications for the Gold
Coast: Continue to encourage
iconic forms in key locations
that reinforce the structure and
positive qualities of the city form.
Avoid iconic forms in locations
where it adds limited value to the
experience of the city.
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TREND 05: THE TALLEST
BUILDING (“I’M BETTER THAN
YOU”)
Although the idea of being the
tallest, primarily due to market and
construction cost constraints, has
had limited impact in Australia,
it remains a key trend in global
markets. The idea here is to position
the project, and thus the city, as
leading the way and pushing
boundaries in relation to technology
and engineering and, in simple
terms, being ‘the best in the world’.
Of all of the form-based trends this
is the one with the shortest life span
and lowest return on investment.
Q1 at the Gold Coast is an excellent
example of how quickly a major
investment can go from being a
focus of excitement to passé in a
relatively short period of time.
Implications for the Gold Coast:
Height in and of its self, in the
right location, is not in itself
problematic and, in the case of
key locations along the iconic
coastal strip, should in fact be
encouraged as an amplification
of skyline form. The issue
arises when the only ‘quality’
or memorable element of the
building is its height.

TREND 06: UNIQUE ATTRACTION
(“THE SELFIE MOMENT”)
The next major trend in built form
relates to its appeal as a ‘moment’ or
‘selfie’ opportunity. This may seem on
face value a limited view of the built
environment and social and cultural
value, but the ubiquitous nature of
these digital moments gives them
tangible value in positioning a new
development, precinct or city in the
global market place. With this in mind
it is possible to observe a generation
of architecture emerging that is built
around gimmicks or powerful single
ideas that translate into ‘must see’
buildings and experiences. Examples
of this phenomenon. Include the
pool deck at Marina Bay Sands in
Singapore which, as a result, has
become the second highest rating
tourist attraction in the region. These
buildings certainly are dramatic
additions to the experience and
perception of a city, However, the
buildings of this genre that facilitate
public access and a public experience
seem to have the greatest longevity.
Implications for the Gold
Coast: There is a great many
opportunities for buildings that
are great ‘ideas’ on the Gold
Coast, perhaps more so than
any other city in Australia given
its heritage of bold development
and photo opportunities. In this
context the measure of success
may not be necessarily about
the building itself but its ability
to facilitate public use, global
profile, and interaction.
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2.3

Building Function

Beyond matters of physical form, a number of other key themes have
emerged around the performance of new buildings.

TREND 07: AN ACTIVATED
GROUND PLANE (“I AM A CITIZEN
OF THE CITY”)

TREND 08: BUILDING
PERFORMANCE (“I AM
SUSTAINABLE”)

Without question, the contribution
of a building, regardless of scale or
type, to the life and public spaces
of the city is the biggest change in
recent years. Historically, residential
tower forms were usually set
amongst densely landscaped areas
at the ground level. Today, most
developers are keen to deliver a
compelling ground plane experience
as a part of the ‘offer’ of the building.
This has emerged as the rise and
rise of retail activated forecourts,
plazas, urban gardens and laneways
as key additions to the overall
development proposition ensuring
integration of the development into
the fabric and vibrancy of the city.

Innovation in the materials and
construction of tall buildings
continues to improve operating
costs, energy efficiency and overall
health and wellbeing of occupants.
The inclusion of ‘sustainability
features’ in buildings has evolved
to a point where they are no longer
considered aspirational, but are
becoming standard practice. This
is particularly true for commercial
tall buildings, where green-star
ratings are important part of the
marketability of a new project. In
residential buildings, the uptake of
sustainability features has been less
prevalent. This may be dictated by
cost, market appetite and individual
buyer desire, or perhaps there being
less tangible features to incorporate.

Implications for the Gold Coast:
It will be important to continue to
encourage design that provides
the best possible outcomes in
terms of the public realm and
benefit to the city. This includes
active frontages in city centre
locations and around key public
spaces.

.

Implications for the Gold Coast:
Tall building development on
the Gold Coast is dominated by
residential and accommodation
uses. The Gold Coast has an
opportunity to lead the market
in incorporating innovative
and sustainable design into
residential design of tall buildings

TREND 09: COLOUR ME GREEN
(“I AM PART LANDSCAPE”)
Led primarily by developments in
Singapore, but rapidly spreading
globally, is the idea of tall buildings
as armatures for landscapes and
biodiversity. The property market
and land values (as compared to
construction costs) in Australia
prohibit the extreme examples of this
genre, but it remains an ambition
that is being written into planning
schemes around the Country. The
intent here is to use landscape as
a ‘building material’ that improves
the performance of the building,
makes a attractive place to live, and
contributes to the environmental
(and visual) qualities of the city).
Implications for the Gold
Coast: As the bio-diverse local
government area in Australia, and
because of the desirable climate,
there are many opportunities
for tall buildings in the city to
embrace this phenomena. The
key will be ensuring that it is
executed in a way that is unique
to the Gold Coast.
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ICONIC TALL BUILDINGS AROUND THE WORLD
Tall buildings around the world have taken on many
forms, heights, shapes and features in their pursuit to an
ever more refined definition for their ‘claim to fame’.

KEY FINDINGS:
»» Despite recent trends around the world to build
the tallest building to put cities on the world-stage,
many times this claim to fame is often short lived,
only to be bettered by the next tall building.
»» The Gold Coast needs to look beyond the default
tall building typology and identify other appropriate
built form typologies appropriate for the city in
response to specific contexts.

world’s
tallest for
6 years

world’s
tallest for
6 years

“Mega Tall” 600m
world’s
tallest for
40 years

world’s
tallest
residential
for 6 years

“Super Tall” 300m

C
C

67 CITY OF GOLD COAST

1999

2006
2005
2004

Eureka Tower
Melbourne, Australia

2004

Q1
Goold Coast, Australia

1996

30 St Mary Axe
London, England

1985

TAIPEI 101
Taipei, Taiwan

1969
John Hancock Centre
Chicago, USA

Comcast Building
New York City, USA

1930

Empire State Building
New York City, USA

1930

R

R

1933

Chrysler Building
New York City, USA

Flatiron Building
New York City, USA

1902

R
C

Burj Al Arab
Dubai, UAE

C

C

C

C

Petronas Towers
Kuala Lumpur, Malayasia

C

Hong Kong and Shanhai Bank
Hong Kong

C

02
R

Residential Building

C

Commercial Building
A responsive built form “Not just an iconic skyline”
Incremental increases in Development “Height is relative”
Demographic Change “Built-In Amenity for Families”
The Iconic Building “Look at Me”

world’s
tallest

The Tallest Building “I’m Better Than You”
Unique Attraction “The Selfie Moment”
An Activated Ground Plane “I am a Citizen of the city”
Building performance “I am sustainable”
Colour me Green “I am Part Landscape”

world’s
tallest
residential
for 1 year

C
2009

2009
Trump International
Chicago, USA

2010

The Shard
London, England

2014

Burj Khalifa
Dubai, UAE

Trump International
Chicago, USA

2009
Bank of America Tower
New York City, USA

2008
Shanghai World Financial
Centre, Shanghai, China

New York Times Tower
New York City, USA

2007

C

R

2014
2014

2015
West 57
New York City, USA

R

One World Trade Centre
New York City, USA

C

C

C

R

Torre Costanera
Santiago, Chile

C

C
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2.4

10 Natural Features of the Gold Coast

The City of Gold Coast is
blessed with world-class natural
environments and spectacular
places of environmental significance.
These physical features define the
City and have shaped it evolution.
The follow 10 natural qualities of
the city are unique and have the
opportunity to position the city in
terms of global image, lifestyle and
spectacular amenity.

OBSERVATIONS FOR THE CITY
OF GOLD COAST
»» The Gold Coast has an
amazing abundance of
unique natural features yet
to-date, the city form has only
intentionally responded to a
few of these.
»» There is an opportunity for the
city to elevate these features
through an intentional built
form response.
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the Great Dividing Range
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TWO
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THE SPIT
is
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the Broadwater
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THE
HEADLANDS of

GREENMOUNT,
BURLEIGH &
CURRUMBIN
are dramatic natural
peninsulas that pierce
the plan form of the city
and define beaches and
communities

OVER
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70KM
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Towards an
Intentional City Shape

3.0

The City of the Gold Coast has a unique urban form and
in its distinctive characteristics lie the clues about how
the city will most appropriately and sustainably develop
into the future.
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3.1

Emerging Building Height Directions

The schedule below
summarises these core
physical characteristics and
the implications they have for
making the city of the future.
10 emerging ideas have been
identified as early thoughts to
inform the development of an
intentional city shape for the City
of the Gold Coast.
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Potential Direction

Distinctive Characteristic

1

A BALANCE
BETWEEN
BUILT AND NATURAL

Over two thirds of the city area is
green (non-urban) meaning that
only one third is built (urban). This is
a unique proportion of built versus
natural and rural landscapes.
Observation:
The relationship at the interface of
urban development and landscape
is a key defining aspect of the city.
Presently there is no clear break with
one element blending with the other.

Define clear urban
edges
Much in the same way the
coastal strip defines a clear
interface between the city
and the landscape, there is
an opportunity to much more
clearly define the edges of
the urban area, the intent
being to celebrate (and not
dilute) both aspects.

A STUNNING
BACKDROP

The mountain ranges that form the
western backdrop to the city are part
of the great dividing range, the fourth
longest range in the world. No other
coastal City of the scale of the Gold
Coast has such proximity to both the
coast and the ranges, providing a
unique setting for the city.
Observation:
The current clustering of height along
the coastline forms a ‘man made’
range and, consequently, a valley in
the intervening flood plain areas. This
is a distinctive city transect.

Maintain the
dominance of the
coastal strip
Amplify the dominance of the
coastal strip and (generally)
ramp development in
decreasing intensity toward
the flood plain.
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Distinctive Characteristic

3

5
A BEACH
CITY

The city is also bound by over 70km
of some of the worlds best beaches.
This is a setting like no other and
contains absolutely the eastern edge
of the city form.
Observation:
The city celebrates its beach
lifestyle but does not necessarily
appreciate the qualities and
nuances (differences) that occur
over the 70km stretch. Distinctive
communities, geographic features,
landscape conditions and so forth
break the beach into a series of
unique environments, each requiring
a specific urban response.

Design the skyline in
elevation
Create a sequential but
distinctive set of building
type / edge conditions for the
beach edge.
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4

GREEN
CORRIDORS

The geographic features of the city,
including 9 rivers and creeks and a
series of ridge lines that run from the
Great Dividing Range to the coastline
providing an east to west network
that striates the city form.
Observation:
More can be done to encourage
density and the creation of strong
development, recreation and
landscape corridors along these
features, providing a high amenity
movement and way finding system
for the city.

Make a web of green
connections
Develop along corridors
of integrated built form,
landscape, recreation and
transport.

URBAN
GEOLOGY

The headlands of Greenmount,
Burleigh and Currumbin are dramatic
natural peninsulas that pierce the
plan form of the city and define
beaches and communities.
Observation:
The interplay between the ‘green’
headlands’ and urban development
that occurs between them, is a
defining characteristic of the city and
critical to amenity and legibility in a
more strategic sense.

Breathing space
Protect the headlands from
development and encourage
development to provide
‘breathing space’ to them.
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Distinctive Characteristic

6

REMARKABLE
LANDSCAPES

The city includes of 374 hectares of
outstanding natural environments
including the world heritage
listed rainforests of Springbrook
and Lamington and the Ramsar
Convention-listed coastal wetlands
of southern Moreton Bay amongst
others. 270km of navigable
waterways and 100,000 ha of worldheritage listed rainforests (largest
subtropical rainforest remnant in
the world ) are home to more than
1300 animal and 1700 plant species
- most biologically diverse city in
Australia
Observation:

Potential Direction

The urban form of the city has
no discernible (or purposeful)
relationship with the fact that it is one
of the most bio-diverse regions in the
world.

Bring landscapes
into urban areas
Encourage built form to
celebrate the landscape and
unique habitats of the city.

A WATER
PLAYGROUND

The city unique sits not only on
a beach, but on the doorstep of
the Broadwater, arguably the best
boating and recreational area in
the country with an average water
temperature of 22 degrees.
Observation:
The visual gaps and breaks created
by the Broadwater and the rivers
that flow into it are a defining
characteristics of the form of the
city and provide the amenity that
underpins the desirability of the city
as a place to live. Development in
these areas may erode the very value
proposition of the city.

Make a city that
values its immediate
setting

8

A WILD BEACH IN A
NEW CITY

The spit is a relatively recent coastal
landform that has stabilised with
the construction of the Gold Coast
seaway and come to form a 5km
long permanent sand isthmus. The
spit is one of the valued elements of
the city.
Observation:
Development on the spit is clearly
not inappropriate and, in fact, has
been occurring for quite some time.
The issues appear to be to do with
scale and the need to preserve its
public accessibility and its low scale
visual qualities when viewed from
Southport, Labrador and Main Beach.

Landscrapers not
skyscrapers
Focus development on
the spit to align with
predominantly public uses
and at a scale that respects
the tree line.
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Potential Direction

Distinctive Characteristic

9

A CITY OF
LONG VIEWS

The geographic setting of the city
provides opportunities for long
views of the skyline, beaches and
the hinterland. This is a unique
characteristic that not all cities enjoy.
Observation:
Development (and height) can be
a useful in framing and composing
long views.

A clear visual
structure
Define key views and
manage the composition of
development to ensure the
city maintains its wonderful
long views.
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A CENTRAL
PARK

Driven initially and primarily by the
development constraints associated
the flood plain, the centre of the
urban area of the city has been
earmarked as a green heart to the
city which is over 3,500 hectares –
potentially the largest urban parkland
system in the world. (10 x size of
Central Park, NY)
Observation:
Aside from the beach, a central park
provides an opportunity to create
a new amenity focus for the city.
Far from restricting development,
the edges of the green heart might
envisaged as having a central park
style relationship to the city - a dense
and clearly defined edge overlooking
a great urban park.

Central park for the
Gold Coast
Develop hard (and with
scale) up to the edge of
the green heart, making a
clear statement about the
extent of development and
unlocking an amenity driven
development proposition for
the city.
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