
The Gold Coast City Council
manages over 6,000
hectares of bushland. This
bushland consists of creeks
and rivers, dunal areas and
headlands, wetland
environments and forest
areas. Many of these areas
are very small, surrounded
by residential development,
and are vulnerable to threat
from a variety of uses and
activities.

Management of these areas
is often extremely difficult
due to the dumping of
household and commercial
rubbish, uncontrolled
domestic pets,  unfriendly
uses and activities such as
BMX and trail bike riding
and inappropriate removal
of native vegetation.

Our remaining bushland
areas are very precious and
any of these potential
threats can have a negative
impact on native animals,
plant communities and
water quality in associated
waterways.

Being a good neighbour to
our bushland areas assists
Council in implementing key
conservation and
management initiatives
identified in the Nature
Conservation and Bushfire
Strategies.
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 Dumping of garden waste:

> lawn clippings can spread weed seeds that can be
invasive in bushland and smother native vegetation;

> garden waste can introduce inappropriate plant material
through cuttings, bulbs and  tubers that can colonise
native bushland areas and outcompete and smother
native vegetation;

> piled up green waste provides extra fuel for fires, thus,
becomes a fire hazard in drier periods;

> lawn clippings and other green waste can introduce
extra nutrients to the growing environment of native
plants.  These can adversely affect the growing
environment of native plants which have adapted to
poorer levels of nutrients in the soil.

 Dumping of household or other
 larger items of rubbish:

> plastic bottles and bags, string , broken glass or other sharp
objects can injure wildlife and people;

> cars, fridges and tyres can introduce contaminants to
bushland areas and are unsightly and expensive to remove.

 Dumping builder's waste and fill:

> bricks, tiles, concrete, rocks and soil can affect drainage
patterns, fill streams with sediment and kill native
vegetation.
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 Uncontrolled roaming of domestic pets in bushland areas:

> dog droppings contain high levels of phosphates that can kill native vegetation and pollute
waterways and drainage lines;

> domestic pets can chase and eat local wildlife.

 Dumping and leaching of chemicals:

> paints, battery acids, pesticides, detergents, solvents and oils can pollute waterways and
drainage channels  resulting in fish kills and damage to other aquatic life.

There are also other activities which people inadvertently practise that have a negative impact on
our bushland areas.

Some of these are:

+ extension of private garden areas into bushland
+ BMX and trail bike riding activities away from designated areas

+ walkers taking short cuts through bush away from designated pathways

+ planting of invasive or environmental weeds in our domestic gardens and parklands

+ setting fire to the bush

+ taking native plant material from bushland areas for use in private gardens

What to do if you see
someone dumping in
Bushland Areas....

Dumping of rubbish
contravenes Council
Local Laws. Prosecution
and fines can result.
Phone Gold Coast City
Council on 55 82 8211
Nerang or 55 816 00 at
Evandale

What we can do to
be a good
neighbour to our
bushland areas
+ compost garden waste in

your own garden area

+ recycle household waste
wherever possible;

+ dispose of domestic and
other waste in desig-
nated Council disposal
areas;

+ plant native species
wherever possible;

+ wash cars on lawns to
prevent leaching of
nutrients into our water-
ways through stormwater
drains;

+ enjoy bush friendly
activities such as bird
watching and photogra-
phy;

+ control domestic pets
especially at night;

+ join a local bushcare
group.

Where can we get more
information?

+ For more information about Bushcare you
can call the Bushland Management Unit of
Council on 07 55 816 626

+ For information on Undesirable Plants and
Environmental Weeds refer to the Land-
scape Strategy Part 3 - Information Sheet 1
“Guidelines for Undesirable Plants” which
can be obtained from Council Administration
Centres.

+ For information on appropriate vegetation,
uses and activities in dunal areas refer to
Council's policy ”Management of Coastal
Dune Areas” available from Council on
request.


